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Dear AJDS members and supporters,

This issue of the Australian Jewis
'"HPRFUDWLF

¢ Antlsemmsm

a broad topic that encompasses ma
different and related phenomena, past a
present. It deserves our attention how ng
less than ever, especially since it is larg 2
neglected in the Left, and concerns many developments within malnstream cl
including the American government openly spouting antisemitic views. Incri
violence against Jews can be physical, but also rhetorical. At the same tis
important to define new antisemitism, which stifles criticism of Israel, blames Is
terrorism as the source of all conflict, allows Nazis to march in our name afidete
many non-Zionist activists as self-hating Jews.

, 1 \RX-UH UHD G L @eling/adbauv'thie gpallingfR QT D Q W Lusetherd/ it ig
the one currently preferred by many scholars and institutions. | go along with
UHDVRQLQJ RI WKH ,QWHUQDWLRQDO +RORFDX
rejected the hyphenated version of the word; +5%$-V FRQFHUQ LV Wi
VSHOOLQJ DOORZV IRU WKH SRVVLELOLW\ RI V
legitimizes a form of pseudo-scientific racial classification that was thoro
discredited by association with Nazi ideology, but also divides the term, stripp
I[URP LWV PHDQLQJ RI RSSRVLWLRQ DQG KDWUH
memo at https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/sites/default/files/memac
spellingef-antisemitism_final-1.pdf

Antisemitism requires constant redefinition: where is it located? What are its soci
and historical contexts? How does it manifest across the political spectrum? How
it been used to provide a platform for Islamophobia? What spaces can we create
challenge antisemitism? And how might we understand Jews along a spectrum ¢
by skin colour; are Jews White, and what is Whiteness? As written elsewtitaee
is not just a matter of skin pigmentation or ethnic background. It is determined by
ERWK LQGLYLGXDOV DQG WKHLU REVHUYHUV DC
JURXS RU DQRWKHU FKDQJH FRTQ&ANEDU@EW O\p (PPI
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/12/meswhite/509453/).

Antisemitism(s) cannot be fully covered in one issue of our newsletter. As such
collection of articles is a beginning, and includes predominately Jewish perspect
antisemitism. We are keen to provide more voices from other communities
countering antisemitism therein, as well as writing about Jewish and non-.
apologists for antisemitism in Palestine and the Arab world.

The views expressed idust Voicese not official positions held by the AJDS. Wher
the last issue of this newsletter the establishment of the Jewish State in 194
described as a cataclysmic evehis was my personal view. Only AJDS stateme
reflect positions agreed upon at an executive level. The AJDS does not h
unanimous position on the subject of 1948 in Israel/Palestine.

Thank you to all those who helped and contributed to this editiodo$t Voices
Yours,

Keren Rubinstein
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Bodies, Histories,
Antisemitisms

By Jordy Silverstein

:H-UH DOO SUHWW\
with the stereotype of the Jewis
PDQ ZKR GRHVQ-W ¢
in Melbourne, we see Jewis
sportspeople as the exceptiol
7KH LGHD LV WKDV
introverted, given to being
studious and sitting around talkir
and studying rather than exertin
ourselves physically. In bot
German and Yiddish this is th
luftmensch WKH fDLU S
exists in the world of ideas, rathe
than the physical world. In his vit
book Unheroic Conduct: The Ris
Heterosexuality and the Inventio
the Jewish MablS-based Talmudi
scholar Daniel Boyarin he
GHVFULEHG WKLV |
sensibility that being Jewish in o
FXOWXUH UHQGHUYV
This effeminacy is part of an idea
the gender order, whereir
Ashkenazi Jewish men have be
seen as inadequate (and Jew
women, or Jews who have not f
into the gender binary, are no
seen as worthy of inclusion in th
conversation).

So whether one plays sport, wh
DFWLYLWLHV RQH G
and brain, have implications fi
KRZ D SHUVRQ LV VI
surprising2 most of us understanc
this to be the case. Australia
masculinity is saturated with ide:
RI VSRUWVPDQVKLS
in society often sits in relationshi
to this.

But for Jews, and particular
Ashkenazi Jews, this relationst
has long and complicated historie
which should be understoor
through a history of antisemitisr
and the ways that it has bee
scripted onto the Jewish body.

Sander Gilman, one of th
foremost scholars of the Europes
Jewish body, has written about tt
ways different parts of the bod
were given antisemitic meaning
the nineteenth and twentiett

centuries. One part he looks at i
the so-called Jewish foot. In tF
nineteenth century, particularly i
Germany and Austria, Jews we
imagined to have a flat foot and |
walk with a faulty gait. In Austria i
WKH -HzZV:- fZHCLC
JLYHQ DV fYWKH U
majority of Jews called into militar
service were released, because t
majority of Jewish soldiers spe|
more time in the military hospital:
WKDQ LQ PLOLWDL
FDULFDWXULVWV Gl
bodies, and showed Jews as ha\
flat or ruined feet. Over these
couple of hundred years, Gilme
shows, Jews were seen as hav
feet which disrupted their ability tc
properly participate in socia
institutions such as the army, c
the gymnasium, both of whic
were central to European society
Jews were not seen as having
bodies, and thus as not being
proper part of the body politic.
Because they could not participa
in the army, they were not
contributing to society. Jewis
bodies were seen as lacking, and
Jews were seen as lacking. Tr
could not be considered ful
members of the citizenry.

When antisemitism clings to th
biological body like thi¢ ZKH Q
seen as inevitableée LW -V K
shake. And its thinking move
around, getting into everything.

Indeed, Herzl 2 the founder of
modern political Zionism, whos:
memory is regularly invoked i
celebratory fashion within the
Melbourne Jewish community?
wrote in the 1890s that he
EHOLHYHG WKH -HZ
train the youth to be soldiers. Bu
RQO\ D SURIHVVL
However | must educate one an
all to befree and strong memready
to serve as volunteers if necessal
Education by means of patriot
songs, the Maccabean traditic
religion, heroic stage-plays, honc
HWF - ,Q GHVLJQI
nationalism, Herzl was profound
influenced by the ways in whic
nineteenth  century  Germal
nationalism was being shape

According to_Tamar Mayer, Her:z
admired the way in whicl
Germans had been mobilise
around the nationalist cause ar
EHOLHYHG WKDW ¢{I
theJewV K QDWLRQ:- ZD
thought that this could be the cur:
IRU WKH YfSUREOHP’
\HDUV RI OLYLQJ I
problems materialised, Her:
believed, in the lacking masculin
of Jewish men in Europe. As suc
the reform of the Jews needed t
take place primarily at the level ¢
the physicat with a changing o
WKH ERG\ OD\HU zZL
1HZ - HHardtteristics were tc
mimic those of the gentiles: tal
virile, close to nature anc
SK\VLFDOO\ SURMNEX
Jewwas to be embodied by thos
Jews who would live in the Jewi:
nation-state, in Israel. They wou
reform their bodies to be
substantially different to the bodie
of those of us who would live
outside Israel. This was, historial
have come to agree, an ironical
assimilationist move in the face
an experience of being persecutt
on the grounds that Jews were nc
a robust national group. As in th
antisemitic idea that Jews natura
have flat feet, in this formulatior
the problems (and resolutions) ¢
individual bodies were bein
mapped onto a national grou
identity.

So how does that continue today
And what can we do about it? We
ILUVWO\ |, WKLQN 1
WKH KLVWRULHV ZH
When we celebrate strong Israe
Jewish bodies, the IDF, or th
building of a Jewish nation-state
the mold of European nation
VWDWHV ZH-UH ZR
Jewish body? both body politic
and physical bodywhich has beer
seen by antisemites as lackil
When we participate in furthering
these materialities and these ide:
we are rejecting some historicall
valuable notions of Jewishness
favour of others. Antisemitism i
SRWHQW DQG LW-\
remember that. Bookishness, anc
rejection of an alignment of



http://www.middlebury.edu/newsroom/experts/node/24991

nation with a state and an arm
and a rejection of hard physic
bodies, can be useful. Antisemitis
has a long history, and there ai
lots of ways in which we need ti
reckon with its impact. To
understand current formations o
Australian Jewishness, and t
IXWXUHV WKDW ZF
produce for ourselves, we need t
understand where our ideas ¢
what it means to be Jewish con
from.

NNN

Visit our website at www.ajds.ol
read these articles online and ac
further resources provided by
authors and contributors to
Voices.

Antisemitism in the Palestine
Solidarity Movement?

By Vivienne Porzsolt

This is an abridged version of a p
presented at the National Confere
BDS 2 Driving Global Justice
Palestine, University of Sydney, :
July 2017

While others have spoken of th
spurious charges of antisemitis
used to silence opposition to Israe
I will examine and address tr
extent to which real antisemitisn
may exist.

First, let me deal with the tern
‘antisemitism'. It is a European ter
for a European phenomenon

hatred and fear of Jews. It impli
that Jews belong to an alie
pseudo-race, like Arabs. To spell
hyphenated with the 's' i
antisemitism spelled uppercas
implies there is a race of 'Semite
This is spurious. The term 'Semiti
can be legitimately applied to
group of languages, not to

supposed 'race'. To hyphenate ti
word gives credence to the racis
paradigm. Hence ‘'antisemitisi
should be one un-hyphenate
word.

It is with some ambivalence that
address  this  question ¢

antisemitism in the Palestir
solidarity movement. This arise
from the attitude to it in the
movement, an attitude with
partially reasonable basis. It is t
hesitancy and ambivalence tha
wish to examine.

After all, we are here to fight for
the rights of the Palestinians. It
Jews in the form of the Zionis
movement who have dispossess
the Palestinians. Not 'the Jews', t
some Jews, even if for a relative
short historical period, most Jew
These Zionist Jews justify th
crime of dispossession in the nan
of justice and historic and religiot
entitlement.

And world-wide, the official Jewis
leadership is dancing the milita
two-step with Israel, endorsing it
every action, right or wrong. It cal
appear inappropriate to even rais
the question of prejudice again
Jews.

So, why ask the question ¢
antisemitism in the Palestir
solidarity movement at all? T
effectively fight the false charges
antisemitism, we need to b
impeccable in challenging tl
genuine article. If we do not tak
our stand firmly on the basis ¢
justice and universal human righ
we lose the ground on which w
can effectively fight in support ¢
the Palestinians. For the integrity
our movement, we need to fighl|
prejudice, including antisemitism.

Since in the movement, we are ¢
often accused of antisemitism,
makes sense to check out th
extent it may manifest.

We exist in a society where
historically, hatred of Jews has be
deeply entrenched.

In the wake of the horrors of
World War I, overt antisemitism
has been very much on the nos
That is why the accusation ¢
antisemitism is such an effecti
weapon for the Zionist Lobby foi
silencing criticism of Israel ar
Zionism.

The far right is rearing its ugly hee

Along with extreme nationalism
and xenophobia, hard-lin
antisemitism is growing across tt
world. Even the security agencies
this country have named the f:
right as an emerging threat.

Jeff Sparrow has shown in a rece
article inOverland how News Ltd
allows some really shady, outrig
antisemitic writers to hide behint
more mainstream right-winger
like Mark Latham and Rowan De¢
Synagogues have been bomt
Jewish cemetaries desecrate
While isolated, these incidents al
not trivial.

The Czarist forgery, The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion
has very wide global circulatio
despite its being exposed
fraudulent by The
Timesof London in 1921.

The contemporary currency of the
Protocols is fuelled by oppositior
to the Zionist project as well as
classic antisemitism. | need
stress, right up front, that | hav
seen nothing of this hard-lin
antisemitism that Jeff Sparro
refers to in the Palestine solidarit
movement in Australia.

More prevalent in ordinary
conversation, both in ou
movement and in the wider societ
is what | call common garde
antisemitism. This is long-standii
There is a surprising amount (
casual antisemitism about tf
wealth of Jews, about Jewish pow
Jews controlling the world and s
on. It astonishes me how easi
people can continue to expres
such negative stereotypes abo
Jews. How acceptable it is, witho
social sanction.

While there is a clear differenc
between common garden an
hard-line antisemitism, it is onl
one of degree. Indifference to th
minor forms can lead to growtt
and acceptance of the othe
Insofar as these general soc
trends operate in our movemen
we must be vigilant in noting ar
eliminating them.

Just because Islamophobia is cer
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stage and much more prevale
doesn't mean we should close ot
eyes to signs of antisemitism or t
held back from confronting it b
the ambivalence | have noted.

Both antisemitism an(
Islamophobia are hatreds whic
grow from the same ugly roots an
they feed each other. The poisc
spewed by the likes of the Unite
Patriots Front is traditional hard
line antisemitism, lurking in th
wings but gaining a foothold in tF
mainstream alongsid
Islamophobia and xenophobia.

actual existence, even if current
at the margins, demonstrates i
deep roots in European culture.

sits there, waiting to emerge ¢
times like now, when people ar
attacked on all sides by uncertain
injustice and rising inequality.

We can best challenge the spuriol
charges of antisemitism if w
challenge its real manifestations
our movement.

Antisemitism is a peculiar form ¢
racism. It targets a group fo
supposedly being privileged a
powerful. Because the Le
opposes the privileged an
powerful, it is easy even for peop
on the Left, confused by thes
stereotypes entrenched il
European culture, to direc
antagonism to this ethnic grou
instead of to the class that real
holds privilege, wealth and powe
Even Marx was not immune. Th.
is why August Bebel calle
antisemitism 'the socialism «
fools'.

And the ambivalence about calli
out antisemitism has even
stronger  basis  within  oul
movement because it is a Jewi
nationalist movement, Zionisn
that is the direct historical cause ¢
the injustices we fight.

Our task is very much complicate
by the fact that anti-Zionism an
antisemitism are declared to be tt
same by our opponents.

No matter how often we say we
oppose the historic and curren
crimes of Zionism, not Jews c

Judaism, they declare us to |
antisemites.

So we must simply uphold ar
pursue our goal of justice an
rights for Palestinians and not be
all defensive.

| have had a number of experienc
of calling out antisemitism in th
solidarity movement that | hav
encountered. Often enough, | let
go. But when it seems useful, | ti
to deal with it.

One example was at a Palestini
solidarity event a few years ac
While people were arriving before
the start of the event, an audic
visual compilation was beir
projected on to a screen. This we
identifying the percentage of Je\
in publishing, in education,

finance etc. It was the class
antisemitic trope of the hiddet
power of Jews, pulling the strinc
controlling the world. | felt sick ir
my stomach. | wanted to walk out

But I thought 'No, that wouldn't be
constructive. | need to deal witl
this." So when there was a
opportunity to take the
microphone, | did. | pointed ou
how classically antisemitic th
presentation was. | didn't do
censorious song and dance abc
it. | focused on how it made m
feel, the 'I' statements they teac
you in communications courses.
pointed out the indivisibility o
human rights and that racism «
any kind had no place in ot
movement.

My intervention was generall
well-received, but | wished it hadn
been left to me to respond.

In a sense, lack of awareness
antisemitism is understandab
among those whose history is nc
European. We have differer
histories in our movement. Thos
of us of European backgrour
know about this stuff, Jewish ar
non-Jewish alike. We know abol
the long dark shadows c
antisemitism. Others may not. A
the more reason for all of us
especially of European backgroui
to take responsibility for calling i

out. Not moralising, not finger
pointing, just clarification.

And this task should not be left t
those of us who are Jewish. Just
other targeted groups feel isolate
and abandoned if they are tr
objects of prejudice and vilificatio
so do we if we find no allies.

Another example that cause
considerable controversy was th
cartoon by Glen Le Lievre in thi
Sydney Morning Herald 26 Ju
during the 2014 onslaught on Ga
by Israel. It showed a yarmulk
wearing man in an armchair with
Star of David on the back,on a cli
top, TV remote in hand, watchin
the bombing of Gaza. Massacre
entertainment, as armchair T
spectacle.

It was a very strong cartoon. |
accurately reflected a number «
published photos of actual Israe
watching, evidently enjoying froi

afar, the slaughter in Gaz
However, the face of the man we
drawn as a heavily antisemit
stereotype. It was worthy of the
vile efforts in the Nazi propaganc
paper,Die SturmeiThe identifying
features, the yarmulke, the Star
David, were purely Jewish religiot
not national Israeli. Had the ma
been shown with an Israeli flag a
with other national identifiers
there would be no problem with
the cartoon. It would stand as

valid, powerful statement whic
could not be challenged as

accurately reflected reality.

There was a huge uproar ¢
protest at the cartoon from the
usual suspects. The Editio-Chief
of the Sydney Morning Heral
apologised for the cartoon and sa

‘The Herald now appreciates the
in using the Star of David and tt
NLSSDK « WKH QHZ
an inappropriate element c




religion, rather than nationhooc
and made a serious error ¢
judgement. It was wrong to publis
the cartoon in its original form.'

Yet here's the rub. The State ¢
Israel hagppropriatethe religious
Star of David on its national flag.
is a national symbol of Israel as w
as a faith. The Zionist movemel
claims to speak for all Jews, clail
that Israel is the Land of all Jev
And the propagandists for Isra
call all criticism of Israel
antisemitic. They call Jews wt
don't support their project 'not
real Jews' and 'self-hating Je\
Given that they believe that Isra
belongs to all Jews and all Jews h
an inalienable right to the lan
there is a kind of logic in calling
antisemitic. The error lies in the
spurious elision of Jewish identi
with Zionism. Primary
responsibility for the confusion lie
with the Zionist movement.

A number of the reports on the
controversy put the word
‘antisemitic' in quotes. As if th
characterisation of Le Lievre
cartoon as antisemitic was open 1
question, when clearly, on the bas
of the facial features, it was not. ¢
the real antisemitism of the
cartoon, the ugly characteristics «
the face portrayed, was ignored.

The cartoon was accompanied |
an equally strong article by Mik
Carlton, attacking the horrors o
the attack on Gaza.There was ni
a trace of antisemitism in it, yet h
was as much a target for th
attacks of the Lobby and its allie
as Le Lievre's cartoon.

There is a parallel with many of th
cartoons of Margaret Thatche
Her regime, too, deserved, an
received, ferociously  satiric:
cartoons. Some of it was ver
misogynist. Sexism was used
attack Thatcher's unjust policie
just as Le Lievre's cartoon use
antisemitism to comment or
Israel's savage attack on Gaza. |
totally unacceptable to use ar
form of hatred to expose anc
oppose any kind of injustice. It

counter-productive. It is wrong.

We need to be clear abou
challenging ourselves and ec
other, when, as inevitable, we w
from time to time, manifest the
exclusionary behaviour we ar
fighting against in the wider socie
This is especially so fc
antisemitism, that peculis
phenomenon of hatred and fear «
Jews.

Despite the challenges ar
complexity of the situation o
antisemitism in the Palestir
solidarity movement, let us no
shrink  from  exposing ani

confronting it. Let us do this
appropriately, constructively, bt
let us not harbour it.

%HLQJ -HZLVK LQ f¢€
By Yael W.

Shortly after moving to Sweden
was in touch with a relative whe
emailed with hopes for my safet
OLYLQJ LQ 0ODOP| Z
SUREOHP p +DYLQ.
she was referring to, | went onlin
DQG GLG VRPH UHV
seem to find evidence backing 1
her concerns. Much of what
came across were articles fror
obvious right-wing sources witl
inflammatory  allegations C
widespread sexual assal
perpetrated by Muslims, yet littl
substantive journalism or report
to back up these claims. Aroun
the world Islamophobes like tc
SRLQW WR 6ZHGHQ -
policy as proof of what happer
when you let in too many Muslim:
7THUURULVP UDSH

JRQHV n IDNH |IDF
Trump made headlines when |
VDLG “'/RRN DW #&K
last night in Sweden? Sweden!

Who would believe this? Swede
They took in large numbers
They're having problems like the
QHYHU WKR XJHK\NWthirg)
actually happened in Swe
(http://www.independent.co.uk/n¢
ws/world/americas/us-
politics/donald-trump-whats-
happenindn-sweden-refugee-
immigration-crime-stockholm-
a7598536.htn)l

A well-known US organisation the
fights antisemitism - the Simc
Wiesenthal Center, issued

warning to Jews to exercis
"H[WUHPH FDXWLRC
VRXWKHUQ 6ZHGHQ
had been desecrated, th
synagogue vandalised, and th
was a high reported incidence
Jews being assaulted a
threatened. A commor
perception | encountered was th
location of antisemitism comin
predominantly  from  Muslin
Arab/Middle Eastern communitie
and Sweden being the left leani
pleasant country enabling th
through its support of Palestine.

there antisemitism in thes
migrant communities? Absolutel
To what extent is hard to discern
However, what | was mos
shocked by was the prevalence
articles on the problem of Muslin
antisemitism which were take
straight from far right and neo Naz
websites.  Antisemitic network:
provided a platform for blamin
antisemitism on the Muslir
population. And of course
fabricated facts were abundant. C
a number of occasions, | rec
English articles which woul
conveniently insert the worc
Muslim before details of variou
perpetrators of crime where the
original Swedish source made 1|
mention of ethnicity or religion.

While distracted by these
allegations of antisemitisi
amongst Muslim/Aral
communities, the far right ir

recent years has grown in
seemingly welcoming politic
environment, and with it virulen
and violent antisemitism. Violenc
which resulted in the Jewis
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association in Umed, Norther
Sweden, closing its office spa
after threats from the Nazi groug
Nordic Resistance Movemel
(NMR). This same Naz
organisation was given a permit |
the police to march on Yomr
.LSSXU WKLV \HDU
second largest city, Gothenbur
Despite police briefings that th
rally would be considered a three
against an ethnic or minority grou
(a crime in Sweden) should it us
insignia, uniforms, banners
tactics reminiscent of Naz
*HUPDQ\ LQ WKH

rally went ahead. The fact that th
rally was planned for Yom Kippu
something that was a frequel
occurrence in Nazi Germany, ar
that the symbol of the Nordic
resistance movement is take
straight from the Nazis, should b
reason enough to have banned tt
hateful procession.

Images courtesy of the author.

", W-V D GLVJUDEFH Il

Written by Robert Boérjesson
translated by Yael W.

Originally published a
http://www.expressen.se/gt/gs/de
-ar-en-skamflack-for-sverige/

They survived the concentre
camps- now Nazis are demonstr:
outside their synagogue.

Nordic Resistance
movement- Nordiska
Motstandsrorelsen (NMR)

This Nazi organisation NMR we
given permission to demonstrat
in Gothenburg on the 30tr
September. The  Jewis

community in Gothenburg hav
protested against NMR bein
allowed to demonstrate near the
synagogue and during the hi
holiday of Yom Kippur, the day ¢
atonement.

Last Sunday a group from NM
protested through Gothenburg
despite not being given permissic
Police in Gothenburg were
strongly criticised for not stopping
the demonstration.

They survived the horrors of the
holocaust and found sanctuary
6ZHGHQ 1RZ *RWKF
Jewish population are trying t
understand why the Naz
organisation NMR are permitte
to demonstrate outside their
synagogue during the high holid
of Yom Kippur.

Michael Ben-Menachem was ot
eight years old when he was se
to a labour camp. He is just one ¢
the survivors who are critical o
6ZHGLVK ODZ DQG
police giving Nazis the right t
demonstrate just 250 metres fron
WKH FLW\.V V\QI
furthermore on the holiest of higr
holidays, the Day of Atonemen

<RP .LSSXU "WV
6ZHGHQ p VD\V 0l
Menachem.

The symbols awaken
memories.

For Michael Ben-Menachem tt
1RUGLF UHVLVWDAQ
VIPERO UHPLQGV KI
1D]JL SDUW\ e
resistance movement has ¢
arrow, and | am perhaps the on
one who thinks about this, that wi
in Hungary had arrows. It awakel
PHPRULHV LQ PH p

Since the Nazi NMR go
permission to demonstrate on th
30h September many have reacte
ZLWK FRQFHUQ IRL
Jews. The Prime Minister Stef.
Lofven has deliberated over th
conflict of interest betweer
defending the rights of the
demonstration and protecting

*RWKHQEXUJ:-V -HZL
Well known cultural figures hav
written debate pieces. But fey
have spoken with the men an
women who likely feel the wors
about the demonstration, thos:
Jews that survived the horrors ¢
the holocaust.

Many still have nightmares

,Q *RWKHQEXUJ-V -|
home people want to speak abot
how it feels that Nazis are allowe
to demonstrate nearby the
synagogue on Yom Kippur. Mai
who survived the concentratiot
camps still have nightmares. O
woman describes that every nigt
72 years after the end of the wa
she still has the same nightmai
that she is back in the
concentration camp and is beir
hunted by Nazis. One after th
other they come to meet us, som
in wheelchairs, others walkin
slowly with assistance from the
carers. In the end, there are 2
pensioners in the room.

Nadia, 82, survived antisemitis
two times, first in the Nazi
concentration camp and then i
&RPPXQLVW 3RODQ(
if | will dare to go to synagogu
now. | am scared. | fear what the
FDQ SURYRNH p 6
"7TKDW WKH\ FKRVH
They knew what they were doing¢
And we support this ,W -V WF

Another survivor, an older mair
who was in five differen
concentration camps, turn
towards me.

", ZLOO DVN \RX RQl
ever felt anxiety? Since this startt
with the march | have felt anxiou:
Everyone feels anxious that the
permitted the march in the city
centre on the same day that w
KDYH <RP .LSSXU
“:KHQ ZH FDPH KHUI
WKRXJKW zZzDV ¢1H
QRZ LW:-V VWDUWL(
KRUULEOH $QG , Z
true that they are permitted to



http://www.expressen.se/gt/qs/det-ar-en-skamflack-for-sverige/
http://www.expressen.se/gt/qs/det-ar-en-skamflack-for-sverige/

march out on the street and shou
W LV DWHUULEOH

"Why does it have to be the
WK 6HSWHPEHU"u

Many in the aged care facility a
pondering whether the police
GLGQ-W NQRZ LW ZL
if they chose to ignore this. Th
latter alternative is the mos
SDLQIXO WR SURFH
that | believe that they knew, bt
GLGQ-W FDUH 7KL\
man who survived five
concentration camps. That th
SROLFH RQ 6XQGD\
Nazis who demonstrated withou
a permit in central Gothenbur¢
triggers strong feelings in the ag:
FDUH KRPH ,Q *t
exactly the same way Nazis
started, that they demonstrates
without asking first, and
UHPHPEHU WKLV DV
woman who sat quietly for a lon
WLPH 6KH FRQWL(
Sweden 42 years ago, after being
several concentration camps, an
remember how | felt when
arrived, | felt that finally we ar
free! Here nothing can happen.
am really saddened that we sit he
and discuss these things now. T
police saying that the Nazis can
on this route and do what they
want as long as they are quiet al
nothing happens is naive. | w
always very proud to have becon
Swedish. | am so disappointed
6ZHGHQ QRZ

Many in the room want to share
WKHLU WKRXJKWYV
for the police in Gothenburg tc
change the date? Why does
need to be the 30 of September,
the most important holy day tha
ZH KDYH p ZRQGHU)
with glasses and a determine
voice. A WRPDQ FRQW
GRQ-W XQGHUVWDC
allowed to march in Sweden. The
are forbidden in Germany. Wk
know too well who they are. They
are  murderers  who  will
GHPRQVWUDWH p

One day for inner reflection,
prayer and sanctity.

Next to her wonders a lady i
there can be a counte
demonstration and if so whethe
WKDW FDQ EH YLRC
great many people who hav
expressed strong support for thi
-HZLVK FRPPXQLW\L
*HUEHU "7TKH\ Z
demonstrate, create a circl
around the synagogue, but this
also problematic because this is
YHU\ VSHFLDO GD\

reflection, for prayer and sanctity
It is not a day for outer symbolisn
and demonstrations. There ar
other days when people can foct
on this and on our part it takes
lot of energy and focus away frol
what the day means. So even if\
have demonstrators that suppol
us, in a sense we lose tr
DWPRVSKHUH IRU W

In the room sits Leopold whc
survived the second world war ii
Sweden. For him, antisemitism
Gothenburg is worse today thel
XQGHU WKH GHYDV
(XURSH “, DP ERUQ
and during the second world wa
WKHUH ZDVQ-W WKH
us as Jews as there is now
6ZHGLVK VRFLHW\ p
WKH 'V DQG VvV Z
SURWHFWLRQ WKH
remember that the front entrance
was always wide open when | we
to synagogue as a boy. Sure \
were taunted many times when w
left the synagogue, and sure, \
felt the threat from the Germans
EXW ZH Glth@gt fidn ot
1D]JLVY OLNH ZH GR (C

Everyone in the room connect
WKH 105-V FORWKH
ZLWK WKUHDW DQG
XQLIRUP p PDQ\ VD
time.

Before we leave the old aged hon
one man, the man who asked i
had ever felt anxiety, explains th
he dedicated a big part of his life 1
educated Swedish children on tt
Nazis evil and the holocaus
Recent headlines and Na
demonstrations have made hi

GRXEW LI LW KHOSFH
DUH WRGD\ LW VHHF
says.

Excerpts from Emma Green
"$UH -HZV KLWH"p

The following excerpts were take
ZLWK WKH DXWKRU -
https://www.theatlantic.com/politi
cs/archive/2016/12/are-jews-
white/509453/

‘As  pro- and anti-Trumg
movements jockey to realize the
agendas, the question of Jews ¢
whiteness illustrates the hig
stakes® and dangers of
racialized politics. Over time, Jev
have become more integrated int
American society a process
scholars sometimes refer to e
"EHFRPLQJ ZKLWH |
skin color of Ashkenazi Jews !
European descent that change
though; it was their statugt

‘No matter how much prestige
Jews may amass, their status
DOzZD\V DPELJXRXV
a skin color, but a categor
marking power. American Jews (
have power, but they are als
often viewed with suspicion; an
having power is no assurance
protection. A  majority  of
religiously motivated hate-crim
offenses are committed again
Jewsp

“-:KLWsHa kind of cultural
construct® a way of thinking o
yourself, and a way that othe
SHRSOH WKLQN DE
*ROGVWHLQ “":KLWtEH
very fluidand conrHVWHG FIL
Race is not just a matter of ski
pigmentation or ethnic
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background. It is determined b
both individuals and thei
observers, and the boundaries
ZKR:-V LQ RU RXW R
another change constantly.

These excerpts were reproduced
WKH DXWKRU:-V SHU

Jewish Fear, Love, & Solidarity
in the Wake of Charlottesville

By Jonah Boyarin

Originally published on jewschoo
August 17, 2017, and reproduced
permission.

Jewish Fear

Jewish fear is American Neo-M
FKDQWLQJ “"%ORRG
American soil.

Jewish fear is that buzzing feeling

RXU ERQHV WKDW Z
DW QLJKW EHFDXYV
when it will come next.

Jewish fear is American Neo-Naz:
chaQWLQJ "%ORRG |
American soil. In living memon
WKDW FKDQW "%OX
the fascist ideology that birthed i
organized mass movements

German Nazis, and Polis
Lithuanian, Greek, and othe

European Christian collaborator
to murder a thirdof our people.In
living memory

-HZLVK

IHDU LV JRI
%RGHQU DQG NQRZL
the top hits will be contemporary
calls for the extermination of m
people. It is clicking on a Bust
article HQWLW O H GDoes
1% 0RRG 6RLC
Charlottesville Protesters Heart
7KLV 'LVWXUELQJ &
VHHLQJ WKH ZRUG)
RU "-HZVp PHQWLRQ
Charlottesville police declining t
GHIHQG &KDUORWW
from armed neo-Nazis.

Jewish fear is receiving dea
threats targeting me as a Jew wl
writes publicly. It is
how terrifyingly common that is
all the more so for those who
unlike me, are multiply targeted fc
being female, gender-queer, and,
Jews of colour.

Jewish fear is the casual ease w
ZKLFK SHRSOH FRF
America to Nazi Germany
without imagining those
comparisons to be triggering ti
Jews, because they thir

antisemitism is over and unrelate
to other systems of oppression.
is also Trump egging neo-Nazis ¢

Jewish fear is not the same for ¢
Jew.

Jewish fear is smiling at a stran¢
on the street, getting a cold star
back and my thoughts immediate
going to:is it your yarmulke, is it y«
noseknowing that back then, Jew
ZLWK D “"JRRG DS.s
Aryanpassing) were slightly mor
likely to survive. Knowing that wi
have been taught to hate and fe
our own noses, to surgically sma
and alter them to feel safe ar
EHDXWLIXO 7KDW
study partner went hiking recentl
in upstate New York he was shc
at in the woods by stranger
because he was wearing Orthodc
male clothing.

Jewish fear is not the same fi
every Jew. My own experience
shaped by being white, cis-ma
traditionally observant, and ¢
Ashkenazi heritage. Some of
descend from generations of Je
who have suffered from lon
centuries of European Christia
violence; some of us descend fro
generations of Jews who fc
centuries on end receivel
comparatively better treatmen
from their North African or
Middle Eastern Musfi neighbours
and rulers, only to have thos
relationships shattered b
European Christian colonialisi
and imported antisemitism; other
of us may have non-Jewi
ancestors of various heritages
the recent or distant past. Som
Jews, like me, are ligkénned,
with  whiteness that largel
protects us from American stat
violence; some are Jews of cologt
multiply  targeted by the
intersections of racism an
antisemitism, and if they descel
from Middle Eastern or North
African  countries, Anti-Arak
racism and/or Islamophobia. Sor
Jews are increasingly afraid to wi
WKH VWUHHWY LQ 7




they are women, or visibly gende
or-sexuality queer.

Jewish fear is antisemitic consg
theories alive and well in 2017

Jewish fear is the risk of white Jg\
feeling so triggered and alone th
we forget that the neo-Nazis
marched on Charlottesville tc
defend the memory of Blac
slavery, or that Charlottesville
itself sits on land haunted by whii
genocide and expulsion ¢
LQGLIJHQRXV SHRSC
caught up in whiteness, ar
terrified by the idea that any Je
might be vulnerable, forgetting ¢
denying that Black Jews exist, tr
Black Jews stand doub
threatened by neo-Nazis wh
envision an America bereft ¢
Black people and Jews. It is wh
Jews, afraid that any critique
Israel bears a hint of or is a preluc
to attempted genocide, reflexivel
GHIHQGLQJ ,VUDHO
toward Palestinians or rejectin
the Vision for Black Live
wholesale over its single paragra
of critique of Israel.

Jewish fear is  antisemit
conspiracy theories alive and we
in 2017: Neo-Nazis ir
&EKDUORWWHVYLOOF
QRW UHSODFH XV pu
DERXW RYHUWKURZ
PHGLD p FDOOHG W
'DLO\ 6WRUPHU WI
5LJKW «>rd Qawvigh 16fluenc
LQ $PHULFD p ,Q %
ruling-class, white Christian Heni
Ford popularized the frauduler
antisemitic  conspiracy theor
book, The Protocols of the Elder
Zion an adapted version ¢
which could still be found or
:DOPDU\WVvas iv K004, Ir
America, which used racis
immigration quotas in 1939 to tun
away theS.S. St. Loaied its 900
German (overwhelmingly Jewis
refugees, back to Europe and ti
Nazis, who wused antisemiti
conspiracy theories about Jewi:

wealth and control to justify theil
acts of genocide.

Jewish fear is all the well-meani
and ill-meaning friends, c¢
workers, and acquaintances wt
talk about how Jews are good wit
money. It is the way that Jewis

wealth gets highlighted ¢
Jewish/Jewish poverty ge
invisibilised, while the

overwhelming Christianity of the
ruling class in this country goe
unmarked. It is Jews structural
set up to be urban landlords tc
working-class tenants people
colour, with all of the on-the-
surface exploitation that entails
while white Christians ruling clas
members own the luxury towers
the banks, the suburbs, whos
operation runs smoothly and goe
unmarked as exploitative.

Jewish fear is we are still alone.

Jewish fear is the recurring silen:
from non-Jews about the explicitl
particularly antisemitic langua
and behaviour of the neo-Nazis
Charlottesville. It is seeing, wit
rare exceptions, only Jewis
friends of mine posting on soci
media when Jewish cemeteries ¢
vandalized or when the Bosto
Holocaust memorial wa
destroyed this weekfor the
second time this summer.

Jewish fear is if we bring up ot
struggle to non-Jewish comrade
we will be gaslighted and sham
into silence, because structur
antisemitism function:
by portraying us as
conspiratorially, greedily powerft
despite our repeated vulnerabilit
to structural, white Christian male
violence.

Jewish fear is | ask a dear friend
mine, a white man of Christia
heritage, to learn abou
antisemitism, and he ignores me
ask him a second time, and |
evades; | ask him a third tim
pained and confused, and o
relationship badly falters. (He late
apologizes, reads up, and reope

the conversation, for which | ar
sincerely grateful.)

Jewish fear is time and again wr
white Christian male violence he
come for us, we have stood alon

Jewish fear is we are still alone.

Jewish Love
Jewish love is we are never alon

Jewish love is our deep lineac
resistance to abusive system:
power.

Jewish love is we have each oth
We have our ancestors/those wh
did Jewishness before us and ¢
descendants/those will d
Jewishness after us. We have
sense of being that stretche
beyond immediate time and plac
that broadens and deepens ol
capacity to love, care, and tal
action for all living things.

Jewish love is we have others, to
We live in an unprecedented tim
of possibility for close connectio
between Jews and non-Jews.

Jewish love is thatlashenthose
us with love (= ,1© ¥®2j
aja ). Jewish love is connectir
those words to my heart, spirit
and flesh with the utterance of m
lips and with mytefillin

Jewish love is our foremothers
aunties composing tkhines ai
other prayers to say in times of jo
and plenty as well as prayersto s
in times of fear and hardship,
well as love songs, and play son
and songs of loss, and songs to p
the time. They bequeathed thei
to us in Ladino, Judeo-Arabi
Yiddish, Hebrew, and other Jewi
languages. Jewish love is learr
those languages so we can honc
their gift and resilience.

Jewish love is we have others, tc

Jewish love is our deep lineage
resistance to abusive systems
power. It is the passior
andchutzpalof a young, Yiddish




speaking Clara Lemlich, who
LQFLWHG WKH

20,000, the largest strike b
women workers in the United
6WDWHV WR WK Ehd )\
of Ashkenazi Jewry belonging

the Jewish Socialist Bund or tf
Communist Party during the
interwar period. It is the Mizrah
Black  Panthers fighting ~ whi
supremacy within Israeli society,
solidarity with Palestine. Jewit
justice is, to paraphrase Dr Wes
what Jewish love looks like i
public. It is generations of Jewi:
radicals committed to a fight for .
better world, to this present day.

Jewish love is the unshakat
dignity with which my severel
disabled brother is treated by thi
ultra-Orthodox Jewish
organization which cares for hin
They have inherited a worldvie\
from their ancestors that
UHFRJQL]JHV WKDW
innate worth does not depend ol
his ability to produce.

Jewish love is truahavas yisroe
building an accessible, belov
Jewish community that centres tr
experiences and leadership of Je
of colour, Sephardi, and Mizra
Jews, and honour our diverse arr:
of diasporic Jewish tradition:
which are resources and option
for Jewish life today.

Jewish Solidarity

Jewish solidarity is solidarity «
non-Jews to Jewish peepl

Jewish solidaritis alsolidarity of
Jews to other targeted peoples.

Jewish solidarity is Jewish rabbi
rabbinical students laying their bc
on the line.

Jewish solidaritis alssolidarity of
Jews to other
Jewsparticularlynultiply targeted
Jews: Jews of colour, Sepha
Jews, Mirzrahi Jews; female Je
gender- and sexuality-queer Jev
disabled Jews; poor Jews, a
others.

Jewish solidarity is non-Jev
checking in with the Jewish peog
in their lives right now to see how
WKH\-UH GRLQJ WEF
provide some harm reduction b
offering to lend an ear, bring ove
some homemade soup, or take
shift at work. It is also white Jew
checking in with the people ¢
colour, Jewish and non-Jewish,
their lives to offer the same.

Jewish solidarity is white Jev
organizing our communities ti
support Black, Brown, ani
Indigenous-led organizin
recognizing that this country vga
founded on and continues t

organize itself around ant
Blackness and indigeno
genocide.

Jewish solidarity is Jews for Rac
& Economic Justice (JFREJ) in N
showing up effectively for decad:
in feminist, anti-racist, ant
Islamophobic coalitions, buildir
long-term relationships with siste
organizations led by people «
colour, immigrants, and Muslim
and those organizations no
VWHSSLQJ XS ZLWK
to study and resist antisemitism.

Jewish solidarity is Jewish rabl
and rabbinical students laying the
ERGLHVY RQ WKH OL
Against White Supremacy i
&KDUORWWHVYLOOEH

Jewish solidarity is Linda Sa
helping raise over $100,000 fr
Muslim communities to repair Je
cemeteries.

Jewish solidarity is non-Jeu
reading the writing (see below) ¢
Jewish anti-racists in response
Charlottesville® reading and ther
lifting up those Jewish voices with
their non-Jewish communities. It
Christian heritage friends of min
who have studied antisemitisi
when | ask them to, and hav
integrated resistance C
antisemitism into their everyda
interactions and their liberatior
work.

Jewish solidarity is naming the w
that contemporary American neo
Nazis, white nationalists, and KK
feature a range of antisemit
language and behaviours that dr:
directly from German WWII Nazi
ideology and goals, while al
moving carefully becaus
articulating this connection i
terrifying and triggering to man
$PHULFDQ -HzZV ,W-
that Jews are responding to th
difficult balance in a variety «
ways.

Jewish solidarity is the Jewish st
defence clubs that Jews formed
Poland to protect our
communities from fascists and tt
police who actively abetted then
It is German Christian accomplice
like the White Rose who resistec
the Nazi regime. It is Goodma
and Schwerner going down Sou
with Cheney to break Jim Crow.

Jewish solidarity is naming ti
ways patriarchy underpins ant
Jewish violence and all other forn
of structural violence, ant

committing to feminist
transformations of ou
communities.

Jewish solidarity is white Jews sk
up for racial justice.

Jewish solidarity is Linda Sarsc
helping raise over $100,000 frol
Muslim communities to repai
Jewish cemeteries, and JFREJ
Jewish Voice for Peace defendi
her from right-wing attacks for he
solidarity to Palestine.

Jewish solidarity is solidarity fc
Palestine that follows the lead «
Palestinian civil rights leaders a
includes Jews in our vision

collective liberation. It activel
resists Christian Westerr
imperialism and structure

antisemitism. It centres the voice
of Palestinians and Mizrachi a
Sephardi Jews.

Jewish solidarity is non-Jewi
organizers of the March for Raci
Justice scheduling their action f




the anniversary of the Elair
Massacre, learning that they h
excluded many Jews because t
date falls on Yom Kippur this yea
and modelling open-heartet
creative accountability in respons
It is non-Black Jews learning abc
the history of anti-Black violence i
this country, including the Elair
Massacre.

Jewish solidarity is non-Jews tak
responsibility for educating an
RUJDQL]JLQJ WKHLUY
racist community organizing the
studies antisemitism and Christie
hegemony and integrates th
DQEDO\WLV LQWR DC
movements. The more ou
movements do that, the more wi
will effectively resist systems «
white supremacy and capitalisi
which are interdependent witt
structural antisemitism.

Everyone is accountable and no «
disposable.

Jewish solidarity is white Jev
showing up for racial justice. It |
moving our dominant Americal
Jewish communal institutions ai
the state of Israel away fror
apathy, isolation, and complicity |
building long-term, generou:
mutually accountable relationshij
with  communities of colour
Muslims, queer people, ar
Palestinians as our comrades
collective resistance of Christia
white supremacy. It is moving ot
communities towards justice witl
fierce love, knowing that everyon
is accountable, and no one

disposable.

Jewish solidarity is part ¢
collective liberation.
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WKH -HZLVK &RPPX(
defender of the Jewish State,
bigoted anti-Islamist, has attracte
over 80,000 followers on hi
Facebook page. Yemini, wt
claims to have fought in the IDI
finds common ground with othe
Islamophobic organisations, Ne
Nazi extremists, who have nc
tried in the past to hide their
antisemitism.

How far do these extreme anc
perhaps unhinged manifestatio
of an alliance between Jews, Fas

.

Betar Youth Group, Sarny, P

oland, 19/10/1932. My mother, R3
Bak, 15 years old, seated immediately below and to the left
(facing) of Menachem Begin (centre).

Jews, Fascism and
Antisemitism. A paradoxical
alliance?

By Ann Elizabeth Fink

In Israel, the son of the Prim
Minister of the Jewish State, Ye
Netanyahu, posts an image on |
Facebook page that is laden wi
antisemitic imagery. He draws ¢
equivalence between what
refers to as far-right "scum" an
OHIWLVW WKXJVu

lefties hate America and Israel al
aretherealthreDW )DVFL\
WKDW LV LQ WKH SI

In Melbourne, Australia, a thuggis
muscle bound publicity seekir
Gym owner, Avi Yemini, a sel
SURFODLPHG 9YSURI

and Anti Semites represent what
happening in Israel and the Jew
Diaspora? How far does th
outrage expressed in Haaretz ar
in some lIsraeli social med
extend? How much support do th
Avi Yeminis of Melbourne enjoy i
Jewish communities throughot
the Diaspora? How did it eve
come to be a question we need t
discuss?

Jews and Fascism

Jewish support for fascist regim:
is not a new phenomenon. As fir:
articulated by Mussolini in Italy |
the 1920s, it was a form of radic:
authoritarian nationalism. Place
on the far Right on the traditiona
LeftRight spectrum, Fascis
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rejected assertions that violence
automatically negative in natui
and accepted political violenc
war, and colonisation as means
achieve national goals.

Many Italian Jews wer
sympathetic to the regime an
occupied significant offices ai
positions in Italian political an
economic life until the
promulgation of the 1938 racie
laws (Italian Jews were also acti
in anti-fascist
organisations). Vladimir Jabotin:
was an early admirer of the Fasc
regime, which helped th
establishment in 1934 of a na
officer  training camp ir
Civitavecchia  for  Mandator
Palestine  Jews, laying t
foundations of the Israeli Naw
With the rise of Hitler in Germany,

ltalian Fascists, influenced
Nazism and its race theorie:
actively began promotin

antisemitism; Jews were depicte
both as "rootless cosmopolitan

capitalist bourgeois and ¢
communists.
Until the mid-1930s, Europea

Jews were divided in thei
allegiances all along the politic
spectrum. On the far Left, Jew
were active in the Communis
parties and on the far Righ
IROORZHUV RI -DE
movement admired Mussolini. |
South America, the Middle Eas
and in North Africa, Iran, Irag, an
Egypt, Jews were active
communist, socialist, nationali
and Fascist movements.

Among Zionist Jews, thes
divisions were deep and significa
both in Europe and in Mandate
Palestine. There is no need 1
rehearse the bloody events whic
preceded the Declaration o
Independence of the State of Isre
as Menachem Begin on the iRg
and Ben Gurion, representing th
centre Left, vied for control of the
Yishuv (the nascent State) wil
their separate militias.

In pre-war Poland, the Zionis
youth group Betar, founded b
Menachem Begin and HaShon

HaTsair, the Zionist socialis
secular youth movement, fougl
battles on the streets of Warsaw
To my parents, Avi Yemeni woul
not have appeared a singul
phenomenon. The difference beil
that in Warsaw, Betar youtt
operated within the Jewisl
community and not alongside tr
Polish Fascist groups. In lItaly,
was different. In the UK, whil
there were deep divisions withil
the Jewish community as to how t
react to Fascism, there is n
evidence that there was any acti
support for the fascists.

Among the most vociferous of th
Jewish anti-fascist groups was t
%XQG “7TKH %XQG

1897, in Poland, Russia a
Lithuania... opposed assimilatic
defended Jewish civil and cultu
rights, and campaigned active
against ant HPLWLVPpu

Mendes). The Bund was secul
and socialist.

Jews and Pre-War Tolerance
of Antisemitism

For centuries, European Jews h
survived within societies that wer
deeply and ineradicably antisemit
The Middle East was at times mo
hospitable but this varied ove
time and place. Jews survivi
despite pogroms, cruelty, abus
deprivations and restrictions ol
movement, trade, residence, soc
participation, communication an
speech. They adapted strategies
cooperating, working within the
system, and moving from one ar¢
to another when life becami
intolerable, or were expelled
They converted to the dominan
religion when it was possible, ar
when personal ambition was <
strong it would not tolerate the
strictures placed upon it. But sel
identification as Jews for the larg
majority appeared to be non
negotiable, nor for the most part
possible.

There were exceptions
The Association of  Germal
National Jews\(erbanc

nationaldeutscher  Jydenwas
a German Jewish organizatis
during the Weimar Republic an
the early years of Nazi German
The goal of the Association we
the total assimilation of Jews ini
the Germanvolksgemeinschattlf-
eradication of Jewish identity, ar
the expulsion from Germany c
the Jewish immigrants fror
Eastern Europe. It was oppost
to Zionists and Eastern Europe:
Jews, whom they saw as racie
and spiritually inferior. Som
German Jews supported Hitle
because they thought antisemitis
was only for the purpose o
VWLUULQJ XS WKH
the Association was close t
the German National People
Party,a national conservati
party, which refused to recognis
the association, despite the fa
that they had come out in suppot
of Hitler. Founded in 1921, it wa
dissolved in 1935.

In Vienna, there was also det¢
antagonism to the influx of Easte
European Jews and early supp
for Hitler. In 1978, Friedrich
Hayek, the Vienna born, Nobe
Prize winning economist, i
VXSSRUW RI 0ODUJC
immigration policy, warned of th
dangers of immigration into th
8. E\ "YLVLEO\ GLII
populations. He attributed the ris
in antisemitism in Vienna afte
:: WR WKH "VXGGF
GalicielQ DQG 3ROLVK -
a view commonly held not only b
Viennese and German Jews, |
also by Anglo Jews in Austral
who warned against the ma:
immigration of Eastern Europee
AND German and Austrian Jew
both before and after World War
(I (WWII).

World War Il and The
Universal Declaration  of
Human Rights (UDHR)

In the aftermath of WWII, the
defeat of the Fascist forces i
Germany, Italy and Japan revea
the full scale of the horrors of the
Holocaust in Europe andth




barbarity of the Japanese
Manchuria and elsewhere.

With the end of the war, and the
creation of the United Nations
(UN), the international community
vowed never to allow suct
atrocities to happen again. Worl
leaders decided to complemet
the UN Charter with a road mag
to guarantee the rights of ever
individual  everywhere.  Thi
became the Universal Declaratic
of Human Rights, introduced at th
first session of the Genere
Assembly in 1946 and ultimate
adopted by the UN Genera
Assembly on 10 December 1948

The end of WWII also saw the
establishment of the State of Isra
by the UN in 1949 only a fev
months after the UDHR, and ftc
which Israel itself became
signatory. In the 1950s, Je\
worldwide identified strongly a
anti-Fascist and anti-Nazi. TI
enemy was Communism and tt
most heinous, state-sponsore
postwar manifestation 0
DOQOWLVHPLWLVP ZD
USSR.

In the following decades, the worl
witnessed much progress but als
huge population dislocations ar
mass slaughter (although not ¢
the scale of WWII). Partition of
India into Pakistan and the
Bangladesh along a religious divi
just prior to the UDHR, made for
an inauspicious introduction. Th
European Union, the success
Desegregation in the USA, th
spread of the Civil Right
movement as well as the eventu
collapse of the Soviet Union in th
late 1980s, all seemed indicatio
of a world adopting more
progressive and liberal ideologie
The rise of nationalist movemeni
which succeeded in overthrowin
dictatorships and colonial powel
in the Middle East, Africi
and South America also raise
optimistic spirits in the first two or
three decades after the war.

These hopes were dashed
increasingly old conflicts re
emerged and were manipulated |

the superpowers, the Cold Wal
protagonists. The dependence ¢
oil fueled the rise of new power:
in the Middle East. Crimes agair
humanity were again beir
committed, this time in full view: il
Srebenica, Bosnia, Rwanda,
under the watch of UN
peacekeepers, claiming they we
helpless to intervene. The coloni
powers  which  had beel
overthrown in Africa, gave way t
even more despotic regimes i
Zimbabwe and Libya. The oustit
of the Shah of Iran in a revolutio
fomented by secular democrat
was hijacked by a repressi
theocracy.

Zionism and Racism

In Israel and elsewhere, The U
(and the UDHR) came to be
regarded as impotent an
inconsequential, and open
manipulation by the membe
states, culminating in the passing
UN Resolution 3379, whicl
determined that "Zionism is a forn
of racism and racial discriminatio
" It has since been rescinded. Tl
UN frequently  criticised the
behaviour of the Israeli stat
towards the indigenous Palestinii
population, over whom it hac
gained sovereignty as a result
the War of Independence in 194
and of whom a large proportion
approximately  700,000-800,0(
people, had been expelled; ve
few of whom were ever to be
allowed back to their homes. Thi
action was contrary to the UDHR
a problem that had beel
expediently set aside during tr
YRWH IRU ,VUDHO eV
UN, but which was to become
very thorny issue in later year:
The Nakba continues to be
central issue in the preser
conflict.

The mass expulsion of Jews fra
Arab lands in the early 1950s (
roughly the same numbers ¢
expelled Palestinians) andhe
TILQWHJIJUDWLRQ:- RI
into the new state, appeased tt
consciences of many liber

Zionists, fervent  believers i
human rights, and who ha
enthusiastically welcomed th
UDHR. Indeed, the UN took
‘temporary' responsibility for this
population, albeit with disastrou
consequences. It was hoped th
just as lIsrael had settled th
hundreds of thousands of Jev
from Arab lands with full
citizenship entitlement, the Ara
Palestinians would be similal
absorbed by neighbouring state
This was not to happen.

In the Diaspora, Jews wer
becoming increasingly attached
the State of Israel, a homeland fi
the Jewish peoplegndone which
promised to safeguard the rights «
all its citizens. American Jewl
which had in the past received tF
majority of refugees from Europe
was largely democratic an
progressive. Jews had been act
leaders of the trade unions in Ne\
York, and in the 1960s and 197!
were in the forefront of the Civil
Rights movement. For these Jev
Israel was a beacon, a sociali
leaning, democratic State. Dav
Ben-Gurion, leader of the Labot
centre Left, had triumphec
politically over Menachem Begi
whose ideological origins lay
OXVVROLQL:-V 5LJKM
South Africa, Jews were promine
in the fight against Apartheid.

Zionist organisations became tr
centre of Jewish life. Not only i
the USA but in the Australia, Soutl
Africa, South America, Canada a
the UK. It provided the networks
and social and emotional securi
to a population dispersed acros
the continents. The USA and Isra
now had roughly equal numbers
Jews and the USA was felt by mc
American Jews, in that postw:
era, to be an alternate homeland
which they owed fealty, and whic
they were happy to subscribe ar
support. Rallying around th
Zionist flag replaced what ha
EHHQ WKH 9fYNHKL
community of the shtetls, an
Jewish cultural centres in the lar¢
European cities.




In the first three postwar decade:
Left wing Jews became increasin
disillusioned. First with Sovie
Communism, then the Hungarie
Revolution in 1956, followed b
the invasion of the Soviet arm
into Czechoslovakia following th
"3UDJXH 6SULQJu 6
Poland, a student-led revo
became the pretext for the
Gomulka government to unleas
an antisemitic purge whic
resulted in the emigration of ten
of thousands of Polish Jews, 13,(
of whom arrived in Israel betwee
1968 and 1972.

The 1967 Six Day  War:
Expulsion and Colonisation

,VUDHO: -V YLFWRU\
further large-scale dislocation ¢
the Palestinian population and tt
military occupation of the Wes
Bank, East Jerusalem and G¢
The Golan was annexed as w
East Jerusalem. The milita
occupation exists to this day, ¢
does full military control over
Gaza. The Occupation of th
Palestinian Territories (OPT) als
opened the areas of the Wes
Bank, known to the Israelis &
Judea and Samaria, to large sc
colonial type settlement;
population which now exceed
600,000.

Menachem Begin and the Rise
of the Political Power of the
Right

In 1977, Menachem Begin becal
Prime Minister of Israel as head
the Likud party, whose origins &
the Right wing Herut movemen
had, in the early years, bee
relegated to the political fringe
This victory of the political centre
Right ended the three decades
Labor Party  centre Lef
dominance.

The population that voted foi
Begin was one in which th
Mizrahim, North African anc
Middle Eastern Jews were mu
more represented than in previou
elections. 30 years on from th
founding of the state, a ne\

generation of Israelis had reach
adulthood and were
expressing their dissatisfactic
with the old guard. Conservativ:
politicians around the world haile
%HJIJLQ:-V YLFWRU\
remembered his origins wer
more pessimistic.

The ensuing 30 years saw IstaC
increasing prosperity, the rise i
influence of religious nationalism
well as the power of the Chie
Rabbinate. The IDF remaine
entrenched in the OPT, an
following the uprisings (intifada
of 1987 and 200 this Militar
Occupation became even mer
restrictive and punitive. The failur
of the Oslo peace talks als
GLPLQLVKHG WKH L
Zionists.

In the Diaspora similar forces wer
at work. Prosperity, generation:
change and security, ¢
contributed to an increase it
conservative political perspective
In 1990 following the collapse ¢
the Soviet Union and the
emigration to Israel of one millio
former Soviet citizens, the politice
scene was completel
rebooted. Both in the Diaspore
and in Israel, there was a growth
political conservatism along wit
privatisation of public assets ar
corporate globalisation.

Netanyahu: Consolidation of
Right Wing and Religious
Political Power

In 2015, on the day of the
general election and followin
SULPH OLQLVWHU 1
in tweets andHPDLOV

friends, the Arabs are going out i
droves to vote, bussed in by th
/IHIWp WKH ,VUDHO
into power the most Right-wing
government in its history (it shoul
also be noted that the Joint Lis
made up of largely Israe
Palestinian with some Israeli Jew
representation, formed the thirc
largest of the political partie:
represented in the new Knesset

This Knesset proceeded
introduce the most divisive
HWKQLFDOO\ ELDVF

history. The present Israe
government more commonly
refers to Israel as The Jewish Sta
Divergent and critical opinions
while still possible, are increasing
threatened. In the OPT
settlements grow apace; th
stranglehold by Israel from th
outside, and the repression ¢
Gaza from within, by Hamas, h
impoverished and disempowere
the population to the point of neal
starvation and desperation. A
movement towards ar

independent Palestinian State is
hold.

The Israeli Black Panthers (pictured) we
disadvantaged Mizrahi Jews protestir
§Z /@& o] "§ § [e S]tve
from https://972mag.com/palestinians:
are-the-glue-that-holds-ashkenaziamd-
mizrahim-together/128061/

Contributing to the success of thi
parties that comprise Netanyahu
Right-wing coalition are th
Mizrahim, who have lon
complained of institutional bia
rooted in Ashkenazi (Europear
dominance and control in the earl
years of the state. This discontel
with the uneven distribution o
power and economic advantac
has become an important factor i
the rise of the Right's politice
parties. Antipathy to Mizrahin
does not seem to be obvious at th
individual level, but social ar
economic structures dating fron
the early years are still factor
influencing the distribution o
wealth and power.

The ex-CIS (Soviet) émigr
population is more Right wing ar
anti-Palestinian than other secul
sectors of the the Israeli public
Most supportive of the continuin
OPT, and the concept of a greate
Israel are the Settlers, religious al
secular nationalists, a larg




contingent of whom are America
citizens, or whose settlement
depend on Americar
philanthropy and who in 201
come out in strong and very we
organised support for Donal
Trump.

Alongside and adding to th
consolidation of right wing politice
power is the stranglehold of th
Chief Rabbinate. Represented

two political parties in the
coalition, this ultra nationalis
government ultimately depends ¢
their support. The Chief Rabbinat
also assumes the power to decic
who will be classified as a Jew 8
thus deserving of the full rights ¢
citizenship. Not only does the
Chief Rabbinate exercise its pow:
within Israel in deciding who is
Jew, but it is extending that rigt
worldwide. The Chief Rabbinat
publishes lists of recognised Rab
in the Diaspora whose marriage
and conversions will be recognise
and names those whose marriag
and conversions will no longer b
valid. The ramification of suc
policies  will have seriou
consequences for citizenship bo
within Israel and in terms of right
of immigration from the Diaspora
The Jewish State no\
contemplates how to deal witt
first degree Jews and a second ti
of ‘would be Jews', whether b
conversion, marriage, birth i
Israel to non-recognised parent
or a host of other conditions as
ordained by the Chief Rabbinate.

Racism within Israel

In contemporary Israel, racie
bigotry directed at fellow Israel
Jews is a fact of life. Manifestatic
of such bigotry in Israel an
witnessed and suffered daily by tl
Ethiopian community. A visibl

distinct community, they are
regularly victims of police brutalit
and suffer systemati

discrimination in the educatiol
system, workplace, in housing ai
throughout the bureaucracy
African refugees and asylu
seekers are subjected to frequel

abuse by the general public a
their status is not recognised b
the Israeli Government.

The Palestinian Israeli population
also targeted most oftenii
Jerusalem and particularly in Ei
Jerusalem. Right wing fasc
organisations such as Lahava
the Jerusalem Betar Football fa
are often seen and recordec
intimidating East Jerusale
residents and are always present
protests and demonstrations hel
by anti-government groups.

The IDF in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories

In the OPT, the brutality of IDF
soldiers, their terrorising activitie:
aimed at the pacification of th
Palestinian population and tf
blindness of the upper echelons
the murder of civilians recentl
came under close scrutiny with th
prosecution of the soldier Elol
Azaria, who shot at close range ¢
already gravely wounde
Palestinian, Abdel Fattah al-She
lying prone and 'neutralised’ on tt
ground. This deliberate murde
was by no means singular, but
was filmed and the video wide
GLVWULEXWHG E\ W
This action offends the rules of th
IDF, and the decision of
particular commanding officer o
that particular day, and prior to the
distribution of the video, resultec
in the arrest and subsequel
prosecution and sentencing of tt
VROGLHU $]DUL\D:-\
means unusual. What followed wi
a public debate as to how tolerab!
were such actions and b
implication many other actions ¢
the IDF in the OPT. Mosh¢
Ya'alon, the Defence Minister ar
no supporter of the Palestinia
cause, resigned in the wake
public and political criticism of hi
declaration that this killing of .
wounded prisoner was
indefensible.

Political Fascism in Israel

The recent proclamation by the
Minister of Justice, Ayelet Shake
supported by the Netanyah
cabinet, that henceforth she woul
seek to ensure that Israeli Jewi:
rights and interests would alway
trump human rights and civ
liberties, clarified for even thi
most optimistic liberal Zionists
the essentially fascist nature of tt
present Knesset.

Liberal Zionists in Israel and muc
more prominently in the USA are
increasingly uncomfortable wit
this openly Right wing, proto
fascist government and i
toleration of the thuggish an
brutal behaviour of some of it
ardent supporters.

IHWDQ\DKX-V YHU\
of Donald Trump, his supin
silence in the face of open
antisemitic rants by Donal
7TUXPS:-V FORVH DG"®
seem to worry the majority of
voters in Israel, but has stirre
considerable controversy amor
Jews in the USA and elsewhere
the Diaspora. In publications sut
as Haaretz and in social med
there is outrage, moral indignatio
and disbelief that Jews are allyi
themselves, not only with Rigt
wing, anti-democratic, but als
transparently antisemitic force:
Charlottesville graphicall
illustrates the impotence of Israe
leaders to deal with what ha
originally been one of the prim
goals of the establishment of tt
State of Israel.

In 1948, Israelis and Je\
worldwide declared, 'Never agai
will we march like sheep to the ge¢
chambers'. In 2017, Ya
Netanyahu, the 26-year-old son
the Prime Minister of the Jewis
State, posts statements on h
Facebook page, in which he dra
an equivalence between what |
referred to as far-Right "scum" ar
/HIWLVW WKXJVu
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This statement from the ven
pinnacle of Israeli power, enabl
Zionist supporters in Israel and i
the Diaspora to deny the
ideological fascism informing tt
-HZLVK 6 WDWH:-V SR
the opposition and anti-fascit
forces as Leftist thugs, 'anti-Isra
anti-American'. This discourse hi
been quickly seized upon. Tt
language of equivalence is repea
among pro-Zionists and attempi
to characterise the anti-fascit
movement as a danger to the Sta
of Israel.

The Alliance of Jews, Fascists
and Anti-Semites

Jewish fascism has deep histori
roots. This alliance with openl
antisemitic political forces in th
postwar era is not so familial
Maybe the best analogy would |
ZLWK -HZV ZKR VXS
communism even after the Sovi
pact with Nazi Germany. Thi
contingencies of war, and later
sublime hope that the sociali
goals of the Soviet Union an
satellites such as Polan
Czechoslovakia and Hungai
would excusefjustify this aberrar
behaviour.

Much the same sort of thinkin
appears to lie behind mar
LQGLYLGXDOV: VXS!
Netanyahu. Is it good or bad fo
Jews? Advantageous
disadvantageous for th
Netanyahu government? What
being claimed is that the welfare
the Jewish State trumps all oths
considerations.  This  preser
alliance of Jews, Fascists and /
Semites inthe USA, is seenin me
quarters as instrumental i
furthering the Zionist project.

Nor are such alliances reall
new.All Israeli governments hav
dealt with despotic dictatorships
African, Asian, South Americe
and Middle Eastern. Many of tf
countries to which Israel ha
supplied weapons, technology, a
know-how, have had antisemit
and anti-Israel policies. Whe

distinguishes this government is
open and political support for suc
UHJLPHV ,VUDHO-V
hostile states were always covel
Their dealings did not serve t
enhance their standing in the pub
eye. Despite its discriminator
policies toward Israeli Palestiniar
and the facts of the OPT, Zionisi
have always maintained that th
are committed to the values o
Democracy.

This open espousal of fasci
ideology, the lengths to which th
present Israeli government is goit
to dismantle the institutions tha
supported the democratic projec
and the total failure to find ¢
solution to the Palestinian Isra
conflict have led some progressi
Zionists to radically rethink theii
loyalty to the project.

Sco-called Liberal and Democrati
Zionists, both in Israel and in th
Diaspora, now face a stark choic
between defending their beliefs
the principals of the UDHR, the
belief thatall citizens of the State
of Israel are entitled to equalit
before the law, and in all othe
matters, including family reuniol
The alternative is descent into &
ethnic and religious autocracy,
fascist regime, whose declare
aims are the annexation ar
colonisation of 60% of the
Palestinian West Bank and tt
continuation of the denial o
human rights and civil liberties t
its 4.5 million inhabitants
Together with the prioritising of
Jewish citizens in Israel, tr
effectively means holding 6 millic
Palestinians hostage in a Jew
State.

The question being asked is hc
far do the extreme and perhap
unhinged manifestations of ¢
alliance between Jews, Fascist i
anti-Semites as represented b
Yair Netanyahu and the Ay
Yeminis of the  Diaspor:
characterise what is happening
Israel and the Jewish Diaspora?
the USA there has been very loL
and widespread condemnation.
Australia, a few hundred Jewi

anti fascists have been active
VXFFHVVIXOO\ RSSF
attempts to gain a respectab
platform  from  which to
disseminate his fascist and rac
ideology. But many in the Jewi:
community seem happy to adoj
the language of equivalence (of
Right and anti-fascists) and tl
characterisation of those who ar
anti fascists as 'Leftist' and an
Israel. In contrast to the USA
there is no evidence that ths
support for the Jewish State

being eroded in Australia.

On Antisemitism by Jewish
Voice for Peace (JVP): book
review

ON ANTI-
SEMITISM:

Jewish Voice for Pea '

IN PALESTINE:

Forewond by Judich Butler a5

On Antisemitismis a timely
collection of writings given the
current increase in popularity an
organisation of the Right and f:
Right. The work is relevant no
only given the overt antisemitisr
from the far Right in Westerr
countries, but also in light o
,VUDHO -V P R Mivig
government, which highlights tr
problematic discourse around th
definition of antisemitism. That i
TQHZ DQWLVHPLWL)
that criticism of Israel i
antisemitic. It is refreshing to se
such a brave, critical and articula
collation of works addressing suc
an important issue for us. Indee
LI ZH GRQ-W HQJDJF
antisemitism, it is left in the hanc




of pro-Zionist groups who use
new antisemitism as a weapon
stifle dissent.

Featuring  contributions  fron
activists, academics, students, ¢
religious leaders, the book bring
together a broad diversity o
voices and views on antisemitisi
its definition, history, narrative:
and impacts, and reiterates tr
necessity of addressing tf
complexities of this issue. lItis als
the first book on the topic to
include the voices of Christian ar
Muslim Palestinians, and Jewish
Christian African Americans. In th
foreword, Judith Butler argues ths
to challenge antisemitism it nees
to be defined, and emphasis
having a nuanced approach whi
considers the different historice
experiences of Ashkenaz
Sephardi, Mizrachi and Jews
colour. Indeed, JVP has done
great job including Jews who a
often marginalised, and sometim
completely erased, il
conversations arounc
antisemitism. Tallie Ben Daniel
one such writer, articulately
examining the Eurocentri
deconstruction of antisemitisn
and Mizrahi erasure an
oppression in the Left. She hi
given us permission to republis
her chapter in this issue odust
Voices

Each chapter engages with varic
issues pertinent to an examinatic
of antisemitism, and while | woul
love to credit all contributors it is
beyond the scope of this reviev
The book is split into sections ol
histories and theories o

antisemitism, confronting
antisemitism and islamophobi
and fighting false charges

antisemitism. Some of the topic
covered include new antisemitisr
a historical look at Christiar
antisemitism, the specificities
anti-Black racism in Jewis
communities and antisemitism
Black communities, racisn
orientalism, oppression of Mizral

and Sephardi Jews, Islamophobi
the context of Imperialism and th:
1zDU RQ WHUURU- LC
this, as well as colonisation, tr
influence of Christian Europes
antisemitism introduced to the
Middle East, and much more.

The Muslim and Palestinian voic
presented in the book are
inspiring, and a solid reminder «
the intersections of our struggles
as Linda  Sarsour  writes
",V O Ddbia SKone branch or
the tree of racism. Islamophobi
homophobia, anti-Black racisr
and antisemitism are all connectt
and we cannot dismantle on
ZLWKRXW  WKH R'
Barghouti tackles the false charg
of antisemitism levelled &
Palestinian solidarity movemen
and activists with a balance
approach which acknowledges ti
hurt caused by antisemitic langua
and advocating vigilance
accurate and respectft
communication.

A strong theme in the book, one
addressed by many of th
contributors, is that of new
antisemitism. New antisemitism
critigued for obfuscating ree
antisemitism, thereby enabling
and as some argue, also fuell
antisemitism by implicating Jewi
FRPPXQLWLHY DW C
crimes. Antony Lerman provide
an interesting look at the
politicisation of antisemitism an
,VUDHO: -V KHIJHPRQ\
and countering it. The onbh
shortfall of the book is that despit:
the strong focus on new
antisemitism, there is little
engagement with attempts t
illustrate  the location anc
definition of antisemitism and hoy
we can challenge it. | believe th
failure to engage these issu
provides a platform to discredi
the fantastic work of the book
almost presenting an apologi
approach to antisemitism in th
Left and within Arab communities
but also reveals that defining ai

challenging antisemitism is a wc
in progress.

The importance of this body o
work is best encapsulated in Rak
$OLVVD :LVH:-V UH
conclusion:

"TKH WUXWK LV WK
organizes for justice in Palestil
must wrestle with antisemitisn
either because a false accusatiol
being lobbed at them, or becau:
of a need to be vigilant to ensur
that critique of the Jewish stat
GRHVQ-W EHFRPH E
Rl -HZLVK SHRSOH«

| have been asked countless timi
"+RZ GR , GHIOHFW
, DP DQWLVHPLWLEF"
":HOO DUH \RX"pu

You can purchase a copy of tt
book through the website
http://onantisemitism.com/

Antisemitism, Palestine, and
the Mizrahi Question

By Tallie Ben Daniel

Chapter fromOn Antisemitism
Jewish Voice for Peace,
Haymarket 2017, 71-80 and
footnotes. Reproduced with
permission.

As a Mizrahi Jewish person, | ¢
often shocked by the way
mainstream US Jewish histori
and cultural scripts erase Mizra
experiences and historiés.This
erasure becomes even more acu
when discussing antisemitism.
this essay, | argue that in order t
have a comprehensive analysis
antisemitism that truly tackles th
operations of power in the Unitec
States, one must not only tak
Mizrahi experiences and analy
into account, but also account fc
the existence of the State of Isra¢
The essay starts by thinkir
through some of the more
ubiquitous  understandings ¢
antisemitism, then moves to a bri



http://onantisemitism.com/

analysis of Iragi Jewish experienc
and their relationship to the
conventional understanding ¢
antisemitism. Finally, the ess
WDNHV RQ RQH RI
definitions of antisemitism, an
argues that it too participates i
the erasure of Mizrah
experiences. The essay concluc
by asking how we can link ot
analysis of antisemitism to both tF
global struggle for Palestinie
rights and to the fight against tr
marginalization of Mizrahi Jewi
communities.

The first, and perhaps mos
popular, understanding C
antisemitism in the United States
one | have come across both

mainstream Jewish institutions a
in more alternative leftist spaces.
goes something like this: ar
semitism began, so the story goe
with the scapegoating of Jews
ancient times, because of tf
Jewish adherence to monotheisi
culminating with the destruction ¢
the Temple by the Roman:
continued through the spread c
Christianity and the Crusade:
manifesting in accusations of blor
libel; and endured through th
social and economic discriminatic
of the Enlightenment in the form ¢
"WKH -HZLVK TXHV\
followed by pogroms, culminatin
in the Holocaust. Antisemitisir
then, has always been with us a
always will, and we have to I
with this legacy. Jews, as perent
social outsiders, are blamed fi
economic and social problerr
associated with money or th
media or other powerful,
disembodied forces. In some casi
this story ends (happily o
otherwise) with the creation of the
State of Israel in 1948. Of cours
in some interpretations, the
violence in Israel/Palestine (or a
criticism of Israeli policy) is furthe
evidence of antisemitism.

While this is obviously overh
succinct, | wonder if those readin
this would have any trouble witl
this as a summary of the history «

antisemitism. Although missir
nuance, | am going to assume tt
for most, this encapsulates th
major events. And the fine
conclusion must be tha
antisemitism is a problem that hz
always been with us, and w
always be with us.

This narrative sits uncomfortabl
with me, and has for a long tim«
There are three major reasons
first, as an Iragi Jewish person, tl
narrative  often erases thi
experiences and histories of not
European Jews. Like all religio
minorities, Jews are incredib
diverse, and there have bee
significant Jewish communities
over the world, not only in Europe
Second, in a US context, th
narrative of antisemitism can le¢
to seeing it as a kind of urtext fo
other forms of racism, which oftei
lets white US American Jews ¢
the hook when confronting white
dominance and structural racisr
Third, this narrative, in this form
often ends with a justification fo
the dispossession of Palestinidns
the establishment of the State «
Israel was necessary, so the stc
goes, to correct for the centuries
of antisemitism. Antisemitism, i
this interpretation, is ongoing an
unfixable because Jews are alw
outsiders, and in Israel, Jews can
the majority, and so never have t
worry about such violence again.

Of course, any casual follower ¢
Israeli and Palestinian politi
should know that the
establishment of the State of Isra
in 1948 did not mark an end t
violence.  Rather, Palestini:
communities worldwide
commemorate the establishmei
of the state in 1948 as the Nakp
RU "FDWDVWURSKH

that decimated Palestinian villac
and created the second-large
refugee population in the world.
The Jewish majority in Israel

maintained only througt
dispossession, deeply uneqi
laws, and a demographic w.
against Palestiniahs. The

establishment of Israel created
new Jewish identity, in which eve
Jewish person, for better o
worse, is hailed by the Jewish sta
For some Jewish people, th
relationship is one of liberation an
triumph, or is characterized by

sense of belonging, even if th
GRQ-W SK\VLFDOO\

others, this relationship is one ¢
trauma and discrimination, and/c
painful culpability, as the Isra
government continues to maintai
systems of oppression ar
discrimination against th
Palestinian people. And | shot
point out that the relationship of
Jews worldwide to lIsrael is nc
OLPLWHG WR WwWeKlreke}
nor are any of these relationshig
mutually exclusive. But regardles
a relationship is seeming
unavoidable.

Yet, when we talk abou
antisemitism, even in spaces tt
are ostensibly aware of th
occupation and displacement

Palestinians, European experient
are presented as the template fc
all Jews, everywhere, along witr
cautionary tale of the unchangin
endless, permanent, or cyclic
nature of antisemitism. We als
live in a world where Western
Europe, and Western Europes
history, is dominant, so the trope
that  characterize Europea
antisemitisn®  like conspiracy
theories in which Jews are secrel
in control of financial systems c
the mediaé are dominant as well.
do not doubt that antisemitism
exists, nor do | think we should le
it go unchecked. But | want a
analysis of antisemitism th
interrogates, rather thar
replicates, the Eurocentricity c
the current most common
narrative.

The Experiences of Mizrahi
and Sephardi Jews

| want to offer an alternative
narrative to the one so roughh
outlined above: A  Jewis
community develops in Iraq afte




the destruction of the Temple an:
for thousands of years flourishes
the major metropolitan areas
Jewish Iragis are found in neal
every sector of society, while
maintaining a unique cultural ai
religious identity. They have dee
cultural connections to othel
Jewish communities, notably

India and France. When the Britis
colonize Iraq after World War 1,
anti-Jewish sentiment is importe
along with a different set o
colonial hierarchies.In 1941, the
Jews of Baghdad experience t
farhudan anti-Jewish riot that wa:
according to historian Orit
%DVKNLQ D UHVX
propaganda disseminated into tl
,UDTL SULQW PDUN

debate among intellectua
concerning NazismD QG ID\
and the general conflation ¢

Zionism with Judaism in

nationalist, postcolonial era of Irau
politics® After the State of Israel i
established in 1948, a backdo
deal with the government of Ira
expels the Jews from Iraq, makil
them leave their possessior
behind; they are then put i
refugee camps® D - D B éand &&'
marginalized as uncivilized, t
close to the Arab neighbors @
Israel in language, culture, a
demeanoi Israeli identity
continually valorizes Westeri
European Jewish culture in
segments of society, including tl
anti-occupation left. The
experiences of lIraqi Jews a
unique, but they connect to the
experiences of Jews from Yeme
Syria, Egypt, Iran, India, Morocc
and other Middle Eastern an
North African countries in that
they are continually marked &
"RWKHUp LQ ,VUDHO
"OL]JUDKLp LV V\PE
otherness® a Hebrew term that
WUDQVODWHY OLW
While Mizrahi Jews constitute
majority of Jewish Israeli societ
Ashkenazi Jewish culture ai
history dominates. Mizrahi Jev
are told that the history of
European Jews is the history of .

Jews, everywhere. Many schola
most notably Ella Shohat, ha
remarked on the position of
Mizrahi Jews within Israeli societ
simultaneously  included ar
excluded from the Israeli nation:
collective, both a potential bridg
between Jewish, Ashkenazi Israt
and Palestinians and more often
fence that marks the Israe
FROOHFWLYH-V ERU

The narrative above may be just
overly simplified as the one | beg;
with, but | am using it to make th
following point® that when talking
about antisemitism, one cann
focus only on the experiences (
white Ashkenazi Jews. To do so
to contribute to the ongoing
erasure of Mizrahi Jews in Jewi
communities in the United State
and in Israel, and to perpetuate tr
idea that European Jewish histc
is the history of all Jews. At th
same time, it is equally problemat
to assume that antisemitism as
presented in Europe can b
"IRXQGu LQ Wd Mizikabi'
Jews. In some cases, when w
start with the assumption tha
antisemitism is a natural ar
eternal part of the Jewisl
condition, or the human condition
it can lead to orientalizing thi
Mizrahi experience, by attemptir
WR "GLVFRY Halent &Y K
pogrom or a ghetto in Mizrah
history, essentially analyzii
Mizrahi history through the lens c
European history? We assume
that the status of Iragi Jews in tF
early twentieth century must hav
been similar to those of Polist
German, or Bavarian Jews, when
fact, they were living in a totall
different political context, anc
grappling with totally differen
histories. If one focuses only ¢
antisemitism as the primary, ¢
only, way Jews have bet
oppressed throughout time, an
define antisemitism through th
events of European exclusion al
discrimination, than one i
perpetuating a European-centr
understanding of history an
erasing the exploitation of Mizral

Jews at the hands of Ashken:
Jews.

In the United States, many Jewi
historians lack an analysis of hc
antisemitism works alongside ai
intersects with other systems ¢
oppression, like racism, sexisl
and classisit. | saw a version o
this history of antisemitism whili
at the Association for Jewis
Studies Annual conference, at
panel discussing what kinds

pedagogical tools one can bring
a social justicégrounded Jewisl
Studies classroom. One panel
discussed how her Jewis
American history class is ofte
confronted by what she saw as tt
contradictions of US history: hov
did American Jews move so quicl
from marginalization an
discrimination to almost tota
acceptance, a journey so unlil
that of other minority groups?

What was remarkable to me in he
discussion of the ways labo
FDSLWDOLVP DQG
bootstraSVu SHU\H Yidd
transferred American Jews frot
margin to center was the complet
absence of any acknowledgme
that race may have played a rol
Many people of color in the Unite
States have probably heard tt
SKUDVH ",-P QRW Zk
from white, Jewish US Americanr
At the same time, many schola

have examined the soci
processes in the United State
before World War Il that
HVWDEOLVKHG -t

ethnically separate, while allowi
(some) Jews full entrance int
whiteness in the decades th
followed12 Keith Feldman, ir
particular, has made a compelli
case for looking at Israel ar
Palestine and the ongoir
occupation as a series of ever
that deeply influenced the meanil
and function of race in America.
Rather than focus on the Jewit
involvement in the civil right
movement or simplistic
XQGHUVWDQG L Qeéwish
UHODWLRQV p )HOG




of Zionism in US American Jewit
institutions, the vexed relationshi
to Israel within Black liberation an
Black power movements, and tr
impact of the events of 1967 o
Arab communities in the Unitet
States, Israel, and beyond

explain not only how Jews becan
white, but how in the end Palestin
EHFDPH "$PHULFD4V

We cannot fully understand th:
experiences and histories ¢
Mizrahi Jews unless we al
confront the ways Zionism and th
State of Israel contributed t& and
in some cases, may be the sour
of 3 Mizrahi Jewish oppressio
And in the United States, thi
cultural articulation that equate
Jewishness with whitenes
without accounting for the impac
of Zionism on Jewish racii
identity, furthers and perpetuate
white Ashkenazi dominance |
Jewish spaces. The collecti
impact of this is to allow
progressive white Jewis
communities in the United State

to avoid confronting racia
oppression within the Jewis
community, within the Unitec

States more broadly, and withi
Palestine/lsrael.

Itzik, by Zoya Cherkassky-Nnadi, 2012

Things Are Not Better on the
Left 3 on Mizrahi Erasure in a
Common Analysis of
Antisemitism

Attempts to theorize antisemitisn
"TURP WKH OHIWu H
impact of whiteness and whit
supremacy on Jewish communitie
,Q WKH SDVW I[IHZ \
across a common theory o
antisemitism in leftist organizir
that often perpetuates Mizral
erasure and assumes that all Jew
people are white and of Europee
descent. For the purposes of th
HvVvvVvD\ ,-P JRLQJ W
iteration of this theory, April
5RVHQEOXP .V ]L
'LGQ-W *R $Q\ZKH
Resistance to Antisemitism a Pa
Rl1 $00 2XU OFReY ¢hbgd
this zine because it is incredib
popular in leftist spaces, ar
precisely because it tridsand
fails® to  think  about the
experiences of Mizrahi Jews a
Jews of color.

The zine treats antisemitism ¢
HTXLYDOHQW -Jawih
RSSUHVVLRQ p 7KH

in the zine is that antisemitism, ¢
‘DQWELVK RSSUHV'
and works differently from othel

forms  of oppression.  As
Rosenblum states, anti-Jewi
oppressRQ "FDQ PDNH

ORRN H[WUHPHO\ ¢
other words, antisemitism make
WKH "UXOLQJ FOD\
"GLYHUWLQJ DQJHU
-HZV LQVWHDG p $F
theory, Jewish people are
scapegoat for the rage produce
by economic and racial injustic
"7TKH SRLQW -J&nish
oppression is to keep a Jewish fa
in front, so that Jews, instead «
ruling classes, become the targ
IRU SHRSOHV:- UDJF
works even more smoothly whel
Jews are allowed some succe
and can be perceived as the on
fLQ FKDUJH- E\ RV
JURXSV p O\ ILUVW
this analysis of antisemitism is
seemingly minor oné the passive
voice used to describe the positio
RI' -HZLVK SHRSOl
DOORZHG VRPH \u\hakr
"DFKLHYLQJu VXFF
erasing the ways some Jewi
communities actively participate
in cultivating whiteness in th
United States, not to mention the
active  participation in  the
European colonization o
Palestine.18 This analysis
antisemitism works as an explain
for the Jewish position in mediev
Europe, but falls short in taking tk
current realities of race anc
ethnicity in the United States an
Israel into account.

JRU HI[DPSOH 5RVH(
of internalized oppression clair
that

on an individual level, Jewish
people® especially meh




often perceive themselves as
physically weak. We were
legally banned from being
allowed to carry weapons
for substantial periods under
Christian and Muslim rule.
European society excluded
us from mainstream

professions (e.g., farming)
that strengthened the body.
We were literally unable to

protect ourselves and our

families from mass violence
and rapew?

This analysis, while factua
suspece? also lacks ar
acknowledgment of white

Ashkenazi dominancein that the
value of a strong, masculine body
a European, Christian inventio
directly tied to the emergence o
nationalisn®! It also completely
ignores  the ways  Zionis
masculinity developed as a dire
response to this invention, witl
the setter-pioneer-farmer in the
figure of thesabraand that white
Jewish belonging in the Unite
States was contingent o
participation in the same settlel
colonial narrativeg?

It also lacks an intersection:
analysis of Jewish communities
collapsing all Jewish peog
together. Black and Latino Jewi
men confront a totally different se
of cultural scripts arounc
masculinity. Rather than weakne:
they contend with a racialize
hypermasculinity that enables ste
violence against them, often |
portraying WKHP DV WK
PXVW SURWHFW 'R
The fact that Jewish men of colc
experience such racism does n
PHDQ WKDW WKH'
experience antisemitism, but or
would not know that from this
analysis. For another exampl
Rosenblum claims bW “-F
people® especially womeh often
feel disgust about ourselves al
our bodies, because, as the m:
UDFLDO ff2WKHU- LC
society and popular cultur
created its images of what was u

and disgusting based on our Jew
faces, and its fantasies of what c
ERGLHV O RRTMibl @halpdic
assumes that all Jewish women
of European descent, that there
D SDUWLFXODU NLC
that is shared among all Jews. T
excludes converts, Mizrahi Jew
and other Jews of color.

My basic problem with this theonr
is that it lets white Jews off thi
hook? it excuses the ways racisn
white supremacy, and classis
manifest themselves within Jewi
communities. It is one thing to se
that Jewish power is a myth ¢
antisemitism; it is something els
entirely to say that powerful Jewis
people are a symptom ¢
antisemitism. For example, tr
idea that there is some kind ¢
secret cabal of Jews that contr
the media or foreign policy is
deeply anti-Semitic trope that he
contributed to violence agains
Jews in Europe and in the Unite
States, among other places. B
white people, including white Jew
can and do hold power in the
United States, and Jewis
institutions, by and large, do nc
work to combat the ways white
supremacy and racism manife
themselves in Jewish communitit
This  theory claims tha
DQWLVHPLWLVP
smoothly when it allows certait
-HZV VXFFHVV p , [
whiteness, not antisemitism, thi
allows (some) white Jews succe
in the United States

As a queer person, | see paralle
in queer activism and communitie
where a focus on white, male
upper-class gay issues contribut
to the erasure of, and violenc
toward, working-class queers ar
queers of color. While the lack o
marriage rights in the Unite(
States certainly contributed tc
queer oppression, the fight fo
same-sex marriage ofte
railroaded the issues that had ¢
impact on poor and working-clas
queer people and queers of colc
(homelessness and tr

disproportionate targeting of tran:
women of color by the policing an
prison systems, for example).

The questions of racialization thi
come up when thinking about th
history of Jewish identity in th
United States are ever mon
fraught when thinking aboL
Mizrahi Jews in this country. Si¢
Sanuel artfully thinks through the
question of Mizrahim vis-a-vis rau
in the United States in an op-€
published ifThe Forwardv L W O
a Mizrahi Jew. Do | Count as
BHUVRQ RI2 &SRO Rk
multiple aspects of the questio
into  account® her  personal
experiences, which includes rac
SURILOLQJ LQ DLU¢
heritage; the US Census, which
of this writing classifies Arab ar
Middle Eastern people as whit
and academics, who are decide:
mixed in their interpretation of the
location of Mizrahi Jews in th
United States. She ends by claim
KHUVHOI D "ZRPD®
politicized, coalitional term tha
comes to us via feminist thinkir
and activisné® But even that term
can hold its own complexity, it:
own way of masking differenc
between those who inherited
racial category due to the settler
colonial violence in the Unite
States, and those of us who con
to our racialized identities due tc
historical events elsewhepé.
Similarly, Keren Soffer-Sharc
ZULWHV WKDW "DV §
existence calls into question son
of the most basic values that ot
mainstream Jewish community h
tragically come to hold about thi
TWKUHDW - W K D WArahrL
Muslims in general pose to ot
F R O O HF W ¥ Y\ilevNDhzrah
Jews are uniquely positioned
point to the damage done b
assuming all Jews are European
that Jews are somehow i
opposition to Arabs, we are no
immune to perpetuating an
participating in racisms. There a
many ways this can manifest,
for now, I would like to focus on ¢
USbased organization, JIMEN




Jews Indigenous to the Middle E:
and North Africa

-,0(1$ DQG WKH
$QWLVHPLWLVPH

Since at least 2004, a group of pr
Israel advocates, notably Kenne
Marcus of the Brandeis La
Center, have attempted tc
redefine antisemitism to includ
criticism of Israel. Such advocat
have argued that whe
antioccupation activists targe
Israel, they are singling it out as tl
only Jewish state, while othe
human rights  abuses ¢
unobserved. While this argumer
has very little meri#¢ many anti-
occupation activists come to thei
activism through a sense of mor
outrage that is not limited to
human rights abuses in Israel a
Palestine, and we shou
stringently distinguish  betwee
antisemitism and anti-Zionistn
these pro-lsrael advocate
nonetheless use false charges
antisemitism to target activism o
behalf of Palestinian human righ
as noted elsewhere in this volum

JIMENA is an organization th
ostensibly works to educate U
American Jewish communitie
about the histories and culture
practices of Mizrahi Jews.
project of the San Francisco Jewi
Community Relations Council,
uses the claim of indigeneity v
Mizrahi Jews to further the aims «
the State of Israel, that is, t
undermine the struggle fo
Palestinian human rights. The mc
explicit example of this is the fac
that JIMENA currently uses th
ZHEVLWH "QDNED F
to its website2s8 ,Q -,0(1%$-V
"IDNEDp GRHV QRW
Palestinian expulsion fror
Palestine in 1948, as the term
more commonly known, bu
rather what they refer to as the
"H[SXOVLRQu RI 0OL]
other Middle Eastern countrie
(ostensibly to safety in Israel). C
its website, JIMENA applies i
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ

DQWLVHPLWLVPu W
veiled as political activism, BL
campaigns are in effect vehicles-
anti-Semitism, as they target tt
ZRUOG:V RQO\ -Hzd"
to silencing and bullying of Jewi
and pro-, VUDHO VWIXi&
blatant misinformation obscure
the ways Palestinian human rigt
activism is often targeted ol
university campuses.BDS, as ¢
nonviolent set of tactics, i
responding to a call by Palestini
civil society to enact boycott
divestment, and sanctions un
Israel complies with internatione
ODZ %XW -,0(1%-V
use Mizrahi identity to furthel
silence such activism:

BDS and anti-Israel activism
relies on a false narrative
which portrays Jews as white
European colonialists who
invaded a third-world
country, displaced a
significant portion of the
indigenous Palestinian
population, oppressed and
segregated the remainder.
$V 1RUWK $PHULF
organization  representing
Jewish refugees from the
Middle East and North
Africa, JIMENA is uniquely
positioned to refute these
myths by  empowering
students with the personal
narratives of former Jewish
refugees indigenous to Arab
countries and Iran. We teach
VWXGHQWY WKDV
Israelis are not white
colonists, we are indigenous
to the Middle East and North
Africa. We speak Arabic.
We have been made
refugees from countries we
lived in for over 2,500 year
[sic@ ,Q WRGD\-V Y
$6billion confiscated when
ZH IOHG %'iBg P
SUH\V RQ FROOH
ideologies of empathy and
VXSSRUW | R-AoNdl Kt
YLFWLP- ZKLOH
WKRVH ZLWK 2ZK
as the oppressors. This has

had a catastrophic effect on
Jewish students  s[g
confidence, willingness, and
ability to support Israel. This
damaging BDS messaging he
effectively served to isolate,
unaffiliate, and disempower
many of our Jewish students
and potential student
supporters of Israel. There is
no better counter defense to
this propaganda than the
story of Jewish refugees
from Arab countriesit

Here, JIMENA is using a claim
indigeneity to further a settler-
FRORQLDO SURMHF
white colonists, we are indigenot
to the Middle East and Nortt
$IULFDp LV D IOLSSI
of white Ashkenazi experience
but also does so to intentionall
erase the participation o
European (and non-Europea
Jews in the Nakba, the occupatic
and the creation of the Palestinie
refugee population. | am persona
outraged by their use of m
IDPLO\-Vge Kitd juktily Dthe
continual dispossession (
Palestinians, but it is it is essent
that we understand Mizrat
positionality in all its complexity
including the potential to be use
to further the aims of the Israel
government, or to continue the
injustices of the occupatior
JIMENA is, at its core,
"EURZQZDVKLQJu
albeit a sophisticated orfeusing
the experiences of Jews of colc
and Mizrahi Jews in particular
MXVWLI\ WKH RFFXS
WHUP "EURZQZDVK
derivative of the term
"SLQNZDVKLQJu WR
both cynically use marginalizt
identities® Arab and quee? to
promote anti-Palestinian aims. 1
fully combat this use of Mizral
history, progressive Mizrahi Jev
and Jews of color must tak
collective action, and work tc
produce an analysis and a langu
to address our heritage, historie:
and inheritance in ways that fig




back against the exploitation ¢
Palestinians.

Notes toward a Conclusion

What would an intersectiona
understanding of antisemitism loc
like? If we take the particularities (
multiple Jewish histories in th
United States into account, doe
that mean that we are left withou
a way to confront the legacies ¢
violence against Jewish people,
an accounting of the ways Je
ZHUH VHHQ DV WE
Europe?

My answer, as is my answer -
most things, is not an either/o
formulation, but a both/and one
European antisemitism has had
real impact on American culture
and continues to proliferate a
European nationalism enjoys a ki
of resurgene 32 At the same time,
the current manifestations o
antisemitism are not a recurrenc
of past forms of antisemitism, ar
we do ourselves a disservice if v
think they are. We must contenc
with the ways some Jews ha
access to power and privilege, wi
the racial differences within th
Jewish community, and, crucial
with the ways Muslims and Arat
have been targeted in the Unite
States after 9/11. We must lear
about our histories, and for thost
of us who fight for a better future
think carefully about what kinds ¢
lessons we learn. As David Bie
QRWHYV "7TUDGLW
memory, with its emphasis o
recurring persecutions, can on
reinforce the traumas of recen
Jewish history; history itself, in ¢
its complexity, may provide th
needed therapy3® My hope is that
we can move into a future wher:
the fight for justicé what Rabak
$EGXOKDGL FDOOV
M X'V Wtakesd j|aR of this into
account4
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Interview with:

Jews against Fascism (JaF)

Can you start by telling us how
it was that Jews against
fascism was formed?

In April 2015 Melbourne saw th
largest street mobilisation of th
far right for decades when Reclai
Australia held their rally. This we
also one of the largest counte
rallies that was held at the time.
think a number of us were pretty
shocked not just by the comfor
with which the organisers felt the
could just arrive with a racis
message in the heart of Melbourn
but with the arrival of out and
proud neo-Nazis as back u
support. On that day neo-Nazi
came as neo-Nazis, they did n
hide the fact - as they usual
would: it was pretty distressin
seeing swastikas on the street. B

it also made it perfectly clear whe
we were up against. Neo-Naz
clearly saw this as an opportuni
to build and consolidate thei
movement. Jews against Fasc
slowly formed over 2016 ir
response to the various splittin
and splintering of Reclaim Austra
and the growth of the various far
right, fascist and neo-Na
nationalist movements that gre
out of it.

Why do you think it is
significant to challenge
fascism specifically from a
Jewish platform?

Jews have experienced the logi
end of fascism. We know wher
fascism takes us. One of the thin
that we have tried to emphasise
the importance of historica
consciousness and of memor
whilst also elevating the voices
those experiencing the sharp er
of racism and fascism today. Je
not only have a very importan
indeed a vital stake in combatir
fascism, we have a heap of cultu
politics and history that it
entangled in this fight. By bringii
our Jewishness to the foregroun
in anti-fascist work we seek t
open space for others targeted &
fascism and racism to formula
new, radical anti-racist politic
subjectivities. The rise of the fe
right has brought antisemitisr
back as a vital issue for the le
While we appreciate all the allie
ZH FDQ JHW LQ WKL
going to let non-Jewish peop
speak on our behalf or make
antisemitism into an abstract issu

What do you hope to achieve
with this group? What are
some of your objectives?

For now it is pretty simple. This i
to expose fascists, to isolate ther
where possible refuse them

platform, to build and be a part c
an anti-fascist movement. There
also an element that might hay
once been referred to a
"FRQVFLRXVQHVVart
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to - and we think we have quit
successfully in many ways - ¢
people thinking about and actir
on these issues. A couple of time
ZH-YH EHHQ LQ WKH
call for and organise
demonstrations against far rigl
events in the Jewish communit
We see mobilising a physic
presence to challenge events lil
these as hugely important and v
have been very successful so f
(see below)

We also want to create somethin
of a home for lefty Jews to fe¢
connected with their Jewishnes
and to feel like they too car
stretch Jewishness so that it

something that they too can wea
| guess presenting a model

Jewishness  rooted in a
uncompromising social justic
ethic. We really want to be part o
community, and the way we d
that is not by looking at crusted ol
leadership, but by looking t
ourselves and what we can creat

How antisemitic is the far
right and fascist movement in
Australia?

These things are a spectrum, b
when you look the Islamophobia ¢
these movements it is like the
have modelled it directly an
unselfconsciously on classic ar
Semitism:  from internatione
conspiracies, blood libel:
accusations of corrupting culture
etc. Even when these movemer
are not speaking directly abot
Jews they need antisemitism,
something that looks like it, to bt
the engine for their racialisel
conspiratorial worldview.

What are your ideas around
the best ways of defeating
fascism?

In a way this is nothing new. As w
said we are interested in ways
exposing and isolating fascists. C
Facebook page has been a gc
(and sometimes fun) platform fc

doing this. We are interested ii
ways of building and contributin
to mass movements. We have
particular interest in working witr
other Jews to see what kind ¢
magic we can make togethe
However, this, really, is only a pa
of our work and the work that
needs to be done. The rise
fascism in Australia has ni
occurred in a vacuum, but has be:
bolstered, encouraged an
fostered by systemic racisn
particularly towards Aborigina
people, to refugees, to Black ar
people of colour, and Muslims. W
see this day in day out in the worc
and actions of politicians, in th
media, in the cops, in cultur:
institutions. It will be impossible t
really defeat fascism unless we ¢
in a very serious way buil
responses to this in oul
movement. White supremacy an
white nationalism is bigger than tt
knuckledraggers that we meet |
the street. As things stand this
probably the harder struggle w
face.

Jews against fascism have
been central in leading
campaigns to prevent racists

and fascists from having a
platform, with amazing

success. Can you talk a little
bit about that?

| guess we really found our fes
when local Jewish fascist A
Yemini decided he wanted to brin
Pauline Hanson and Malcol
Roberts to Caulfield to speak t
Jews. We organised

demonstration that promised tc
follow the event anywhere i
decided to go. As a result of ou
work the organisers got cold fee
and cancelled the event. This w
helped along by mates in tr
broader anti-fascist movement, i
well as the broader Jewis
community who were pretty
happy to tell Hanson and Rober
WR EXJJHU RIl :H-
success when Yemini was plann
to protest over a shul constructior

GHQLDO LQ 6\GQH\
a weird connection with Muslim
and he wound up begging his ne
Nazi mates not to come. Thert
was also an event held by some fi
ULJKW "UHVSHFWDE
1T7KH 7KUHDW RI
where we had two conservativi
Jewish groups cancel the ven
bookings for event because
TfIRPHQWHG KDWUH:(
end they had to hold the event i
secret - we had someone leak 1\
the info an hour or so before the
event but it was too late by tha
point to do anything. When Yemir
RUJDQLVHG D UDOO
White $JDLQ- RU ZKD
about) we were really proud of the
numbers we - both Jaf and tt
Australian  Jewish Democrat
society together - were able tc
bring and to march behind ou
banner, both from within the
Jewish community and the broad
anti-fascist solidarity movemer
These are all small wins, but the
are wins nonetheless.

Is there a strong history of
Jewish involvement in anti-
fascist movements?

Indeed there is! Jews wer
involved inter alia in fightin
fascism in the Spanish civil war,
defeating Oswald Mosley and tt
BUF at the battle of Cable Stree
and of course fighting against Na
in Europe a multitude of way
including the famous Ghett
revolts. In Jews Against Fascism
take particular inspiration from the
Melbourne based Jewish Coun
to Combat Fascism and Ant
Semitism, a left wing Jewi
antifascist body formed in the ear
1940s that combined practici
monitoring and exposure wdr
with public advocacy, propagan
work and campaigns in allian
with left wing groups and civ
society to combat fascisn
authoritarianism, racism an
colonialism. The Jewish Coun
understood that a Jewish figl
against antisemitism could not t




solved by nationalism it could on
be solved by joining with non-Jev
in a common fight against tr
international system that produce
fascism and racism.

That brings me onto the next
question, from your
experience and online
presence, can you tell us your
experience of
antisemitism?  Where its
coming from and how does it
manifest amongst different
political and cultural
communities?

We have been involved in the le
for a good period of our lives ani
have indeed come across sm
instances of what could be deem:
lazy antisemitism and insensitiv
there. This is not something to b
ignored and any left movemer
worth its salt needs to addres
this. To be honest though thes
instances pale in comparison to tt
type of organised antisemitisi
propagated by the far righ
Modern racialised antisemitisi
should be understood as a politic
movement and worldview witt
roots in 19th century Europe
Anti-Jewish prejudice is of cours
much older than this but moden
antisemitism is different because
involves 1. the racialisation «
Jewish people 2. Jewish people
central to a conspiratoria
worldview, and 3. antisemitism ¢
the basis of a racist, ant
democratic, irrational and illibere
political movement. Low leve
antisemitic views, includin
stereotypes about Jews ai
relatively prevalent acros
different political and cultura
communities in Australia. The roc
of these ideas and thei
weaponisation however is in th
far right.

One of the arguments often
used by the far right is
freedom of speech. What is
your response to that?

They are not actually interested i
free speech. If they were the
would not sustain  ongoin
campaigns against people - Musli
in particular - exercising their fre
VSHHFK I WKH\ ZHI
be sooking every time we turn u
and protest outside their event
P QRW VXUH DE
involved but we probably take

view that limits on free speech i
something that governments do.
you want to to say hateful thing
then they cannot expect us to b
tolerant, or to tolerate that. We
will speak back. And we will b
disrespectful and impolite an
obnoxious when we do.

, GRQ-W NQRZ ZKHL
impression that we were free
speech warriors, but they do seel
to think our activism is hypocritica
for some silly reason or anothel
What they have done i
DSSURSULDWHG D

discourse for a hate speec
platform, as if their struggles t
bash Muslims were in some wi
equivalent to civil rights marchet
in Selma, or anti-Nazi organisers
Berlin. They call us fascis
regularly, as if the defining eleme
RI IDVFLVP LV JHW\
face when they are being racis
This kind of infantile, narcissist
understanding of fascism is
RXWVLGH RI WKH HLC
farcical.

In what ways can people get
involved and support the work
that you do?

We are really keen to builc
networks with other anti-racism
activity, and particularly othe
networks of Jews in Australia ar
internationally out there doing
JRRG ZRUN :H-G OR
with different groups to see hov
we can best work together (even
ZH GRQ-W DOzD
Otherwise people can suppor
Jews against Fascism by liking
sharing our posts on Facebook, «
if they are really keen to make
small donation (we will sen

stickers! Message our page f
more info).

:KDW-V \RXU DGYLFI
working to stop the growth of
the far right in Australia?

Come together. Inspire youl
mates. Be creative. Work witt
other groups. Be a part of mas
movements. Find people wit
VLPLODU LQWHUHV\
systemic sources of fascism.

Thank you JaF for your time,
and keep up the great work!
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This paper was delivered at the Pears
International Conference on Zionism
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TR oy UL Tigm e oS
Jews, Muslims and Arabstemporarily stirred hopes for an
reawakening old stereotypes ofindependent Palestinian state
cunning, manipulation and secretalongside Israel, the political culture
power on the one hand, and was, for atime, transformed. Jewish-
marauding  hordes  threateningArab dialogue groups and other

western or Christian civilization on

the other. The parallel rise in these

In this talk, | pose the question of
whether there is a connection
between the lIsraeli occupation and
the rise of antisemitism. Or to put it
arother way, if Zionism was, at least

artly, conceived as a way of ; 0
partly y henomena is not a coincidence

normalizing relations between Jew .
. .. Each of them feeds off and nourishe
and all other peoples, is the state 'tthe others. So they need to be

spawned and the policies that Stateviewed not in isolation but alongside

co-operative projects blossomed. |
was myself co-chair of the UK-based
‘Council  for  Jewish-Palestinian
Dialogue, whose monthly meetings
were invariably packed to capacity.
has been pursuing normalizingealch other New friendships across the divide
antisemitism instead? ) ZHUH VWUXFN DQG evVUDI
_ \VhiL Ml re are, to be sure, some voicesArab world, and indeed globally, shot
W V D VHQ ayered \-:D-v}i‘giﬁthe Jewish world that deny anyup. According to leading Jewish
guestion but what | want to focus on |. S )
. : link between Israeli policies and ant-r-UHVHDUFK LQVWLWXWLR
and share with you is what | haVeJewish sentiment. Rather, currentgeneral lessening of antisemitic
learned over my five decades of Closeenmity towards both Jews and Israel SUHVVXUH ZD¥ UHFRUGH

engagement with Israelis and o
Palestinians. There is no question ir{\]/loljzlti)rlr): ]:;/(())rrrll d;\"t?sm ;Qsla'ior‘]r:db ggdaThe potential for a change in the

my mind that over this period there her Qa(%ig oreshadowed
has been a marked rise in anti-.]ewishS KDVH LHQDWHEH G VW U ge@ﬁé%v%% ca s‘%ﬂl’a\rrlier following

sentiment, particularly in the Arab SeiU"eS: The columnst Melae 5y gHQw 6DGDW-V H[
and Muslim worlds and, furthermore, © P> P Ssu !

controversial  book Londonistan "o Israel in 1977. At the so-called
that this is primarily a product of the a

. confe h@?{i 51 ew
ongoing conflict, in particular the irgell-'i:nlgt ftllnléal-r'neﬁtglll_ Z\lg(')-'u:/lan d%% la é‘r‘ﬁﬁﬁnt r aQi %R}p Ss
unceasing Israeli occupation. But thié y C%HS’ ' ing §Flf, old by
. ! . W LV DERXW KDWUHG W H’% p4
is only one side of the equation. € he 5 ce that

S _VKH VDIV DUH YLHZH gyptian’ spifi alleﬁj rs were being
The other side is the corresponding FRV P L F1 Fofl @ig, it follows uraed to downplay those portions of
phenomenon of mounting anti-Arab that the way Israel conducts itself is g play MOse p
. : . . . . -, “the Koran that spoke ill of the Jews
and anti-Muslim sentiment in the at most a minor factor in the hostility and to stress instead those parts that
"HZLVK ZRUOG ,Q WXdirRrtedNowbrd$iR Q1OLFW -V called on Muslims to make friends

;c;):gs o??;:: gsigglsgn?jv?rrl ;r;tr?] eoct:gire gut the evidence does not bear thiswith the Jews. The broader political
- .~ gut. Quite the contrary. During the mood is all-important.
have fanned latent prejudices agalnscf 2VOR \HDUVH LQ WKH V ZKLEK
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| shared a taxi into the centre of only, he remarked: "In this specializedD SSHD O R ,VUDHO V
Cairo with the venerable Israeli sense, antisemitism did not exist NnFRQVHTXHQWO\ VXIIHU «
journalist and old friend, David the traditional Islamic world". I XUWKHU HURGH KHU
Landau who, defying my advice$OWKRXJK KH KHOG WQDMDNWHUBRBDWLRRBDB VXSS
immediately declared himself to the QHYHU IUHH IURP GLV FEUWRPELQBOWL @MW WKMRQJV
Egyptian cab driver as Israeli. To myere, he sad "RQO\ RFFDRER@IDROPVZLWKLQ WKH -
astonishment, this led to a most VXEMHFW WR SHUVHFXWLRQNVKDYGHIKGQ DWSRC
agreeable half-hour conversation different times in history, Jews fleeingFRQFOXGHG @ LV ERXQG
culminating in the manifestly European Christian persecution DQ XSVXUJH LQ RYHUW I
destitute driver refusing to take a were often welcomed in Muslim ZKLFK WKHUH DUH WDOU
SHQQ\ LQ IDUH IURBRandsland giveX tefiDdée @ere. LQGLFDWLRQV u

FRXVLQu 6DGO\ 'DYL gro%é‘sngLé/yvi% RidéMi%H VJewishTo me, as an earnest young

aga resettlement in Palestine along withresearcher with no axes to grind,

Later that week, with not much the creation of Israel and subsequenthese prognostications were self-
happening, | spent a day riding in thdsraeli-Arab wars as precipitating aevident, and unfortunately played out
desert with a local peasant horsemanmmore recent "European-style over the following decades pretty
who literally jumped with joy at the antisemitism in the Islamic world". much as projected. However, at the
prospect of reaching peace with " 7KH UHDO FKDQJHpu titd, \dDuUbted they i/dud@ver be

Israel. He had lost brothers in the after the Sinai War of 1956 and wasput to the test, as | did not expect the

past wars and taken in all ther DFFHOHUDWHG DarWH UsraMiK Hbccupatibn to  continue

children. | encountered similar ] beyond a few more years. Nor, by
attitudes among the villagers we mets: omeces S the way, did most Israelis.

during our various café stops. Not a_
word, by the way, about the Jewis
cosmic evil.

Nonetheless, | was sharply wrapped
over the knuckles by an assortment
of outraged Israeli readers who,
among other criticisms, pointed out
that latent anti-Jewish feeling had
Cairo marking the re-opening of an always resided in some segments of

old synagogue in the city. Almost international  civil  socie

) t
everywhere in Egypt | went during - KDW GLVWLQJXLVK QanWHfaQI)W trdeRJ add) BBt its
that period, the message to IsraelisSUHYLRXV — EDWW O HVmaeiibstationd/ kdd YWiothikdVto do
ZDV WKH VDP Hfromzauw KIGRIQFZOXGHG ZLWK , V Uikl Qe RdyO lsieP Yehaies O H
territory and let the Palestinians have RYHU ~ RFFXSLHG = W HddMHdn¥rR ¢ WKDW
a state, and there will be no more FRQWDLQHG RYHU D PLOOLR 3DOHVWr]Lg%(Is_5ZDQ

DOLPRVLW\ EHWZHHQSUGE LQWDELMPQWY b BRREWUH :
meantime, Israeli embassies stopped® RUH WKDQ TXD G UX S Ghpeelessly auptayrysey aggn in

irculating literatur icting D SDPSKOHW DXW K R APather festy yparsibup pgspassions
Sresident Sad - as aTNey Vv EVD PRUH \RXW K ISOBINUBIE5e) bipwelyas plain as
, if lLdoes nRiigndg the
sympathizer. RI P\VHOI , FRQWH P s@TP#Pasit \jaelfoesngignd §
_ _HIIHFW RQ IXWXUH D 9¢WRalex &0qry a(yl Rz ¢5ageagd
The contemporary claim of endemic .7y | WKH K\SRW K H&ViSl Brinion vy eshgr gopniges
‘-HEDWUHG WKURXJIKQYRH RIYM G QuWiKHo L REPEHSWHIY 1 GagviHherevly
Islamic ~ world s, ~moreover, 3pOHVWLQLDQ SHRSO®Mosiseytainly/ig g tyshensrike iny
repudiated by the testimony of N0 zRx0G EH "HYHU P R U BNINgWHShy 5&5NeH.q gotentially
less an authority than the veteranpryH LQWHQVLYH xF WRegIhingmaye sipigies ipylpes. To
historian Bernard Lewis, a Midde gy, p SRSXODWLR Q e\r]qujp@t@)q_r @xplaiq i3 ot to justify,
Eastern scholar of impeccable pro-) GHSHQGHQEF®G | H H |t i§ hardly rocket science to see
Israel  credentials. ~He hasyQFURDFKHG XSRQ EWhah ligss phesds upder these
distinguished ~ three  kinds fo spwwHUQ RI -HZLuvK CERTPREESDWLRQ
MUS|II’T.1(AI’ab hO.Stll.Ity to Jews: pOWKRXJK DW WKDW W BtV gdgyesp RR g{(@ WHAG
Opposition 'to- Zionism; what he wRr IHZHU WKDQ  historiédi W BARdEM animosity
WHUPHG ~QRUPDON SEHEBHILTE 7 LRGP R U HioWdfd Rrall teX RIS 1 BoGuith it
fhirdly, ‘that special and peculiar L pHY WKDW QXP EHU BéiyGDewish state as such. Had it

hatred of Jews, which has its origins . :
in the role assigned to Jews in certain/ KLV ZRXOG OHDYH VASENHEY, 3 HRE\PL & Byfdhist

Christian writi dbelicfs2"  ZLWK ~OLWWOH FKRLFHaE e Ralrstipiangy wasld ey L
_”S an Wrtings and be ',e > DQ LQFUHDVLQJO\ RS 9epnRoasyembieieg paeys being
Using tKkH WHUP DQWLVM%{,WLVV&{U NURI s R UG HeYled, apdk dispespesss® and, in

refer to the third kind of hostility subsequent years, seeing their would-

A year or two down the line, | joined
an Israeli delegation at a ceremony i




be mini state subjected to acts ofthose who pose as their mentors. My The Forwardas a member of a
annexation,  expropriation  and heart goes out to them. virulently — antisemitic  Hungarian

colonization. , GRQ'W ZLVK WR EHIBWRHEWNEFEFHY R

Any animosity aroused by such andoom, but it gets worse. If JewsThis was not without precedent. In
imaginary scenario might have beemround the world fail to apprehend 2009, two right-wing Hungarian
falsely experienced on the receivingthe connections drawn attention to politicians who had repeatedly vilified
end as stemming from deep-seatechere and continue to identfy WKHLU FRXQWU\-V -HZV
anti-Hinduism or anti-Buddhism, justuncritically with policies almost the annual Global Forum to Combat
as lIsraelis often attribute the actualuniversally regarded as unjust andAntisemitism in Jerusalem,
animosity towards them as derivingoppressive -- policies that would sponsored by the Israeli Foreign
from deep-seated anti-Jewishnever be condoned by the custodiansMinistry. You couG Q-W PDNH L
prejudice. of Jewish values if enacted by anieanwnhile, certain Zionist circles in
The analogy, however, can be takenothe_r country 2 then we yviII Britain had courted two far-right
only so far. For what distinguishes thecontlnue_ o rely on  spurious me”.‘bers of the E“fopeaf_‘
. . explanations for the rise in anti- Parliament, from Poland and Latvia,
Jewish case from hostility, real O" ewish feeling, even if there is somevho had also been accused of havin
perceived, towards most- possibly 9 u 9

all - other population sets, is that truth in them. had neo-Nazi links. There was a time

waiting in the wings ready to pounceln our bafflement, we will also v;hlgq(\lgv&sgr.]c\i/voffl\;:\;al:le\;(ey;h ?/Og'iSK
is the all-embracing, centuries-old,continue to unfairly charge genuineIoar enole. However. their records as
dogma of classical antisemitismsupporters of universal human rights™ I 8 IE)H Q GV R ’I WKH -HZV
purporting to explain all Jewishwith being covert antisemites defended partly on the around that ;
behaviour. To my knowledge, there because their commitment to human,[heir oIiticF;I grties cou?d be relied
is no equivalent anti-Hindu or anti- rights principles does not stop at the RQ P W R pW DN H VUDHO -V
Buddhist dogma. Palestinian doorstep. An European Parliament '
Like other closed ideologies, acquaintance quizzically,remarked to ' _
authentic antisemitism is immune to PH UHFHQWO\ °, WKR XLﬂﬂQWmI]}anelmq\WILG/rlﬁﬁwwn-ﬁ

was someone who hated Jews, nohe was leader of the neo-fascist

evidence or, inversely, is capable . .
of absorbing all evidence, howeverV RPHRQH ZKR -HZV K DBl National Party-- disavowed

contradictory, to back upits :KDW DOO WKLV SRLQ \Rﬁ/(ya\ré;' nf;t'\(/é) W\?L&WT&%I%%}BV\}
underlying contentions. The actualendless military occupation of the | ; Co) O VTXDUH EHKLQG ,VL
behaviour of its prey is land and lives of another people isZ LWK +DPDV S\rHdl thest L’VV\
inconsequential. Imported into the not just seriously endangering IsraelCases rofessed support for lsrael o
Muslim and Arab worlds where onceitself 2 to say nothing about Israeli’ pactions wagp emoloved  to
it was alien, the antisemitic deepening the despair of the I the ch ¢ E’ y i

"H[S ODQ DMthL R pdemonic Palestinians but it is also making the relieve the charge ol antisemiism,
conception of the Jew, is now situation of Jews around the world even by an avid antlsgmlte with a
increasingly embraced by disaffected Q FUHDVLQJ O\ S UH F D G{ORYUH0IRERuSt Jenigly by . v
populations with mind-sets primed to not  troubling enough, the
EH UHFHSWLYH ViIRh® \tarRetn@drhry” Ltévidéhcy to cry

JewsiDXOW DQVZHU D@WWLVABRWLVP ZKH Have
problems. something else, carries with it the

Thus, anti-Jewish sentiment kindle(ParaHEI but opposite peril of failing to Your
by the actual deeds of the self- PErCeive brazen antisemitism when it

proclaimed Jewish state may, where!@res us in the face. Say

the ground is fertile, metastasize intoFor years, the ardently pro-Zionist
full-blooded antisemitism. But theybut ultimately 2 at the risk of over-
are not the same thing. Objectively,generalizing -- deeply antisemitic
the distinction is all-important. This fundamentalist evangelical Christiai
said, anti-Jewish sentiment may beightinthe US has been serenaded b
experienced, subjectively, assome pro-Israel groups and by the
antisemitism, and be no lesslsraeli government. Thelerusalem
dem_oralizing or hurtful, especially forPostin\(ited the openly Islamophobic I vioui would Tiké to contribate ai afficle,
Jewish students on campus and otheGebastian Gorka, a security aide tqpeem, short piece, or respond fo our
unsuspecting young people whoPresident Trump, to addressts |material, please email us at:
RIWHQ GRQ-W NQRZ Zlkinwdl ¢confarence WNBWKYHrR only editor@ajds.org.au

and have certainly not been servedthis month, despite having been )
well by the blinkered perspectivesd o exposed by the Jewish newspape

g
-




In essence, it now seems that it is thejargon to propagate many of the4. YfOLGGOH (DVW ,BSv@yw VH
stance taken towards the Israeli statefamiliar, sinister antisemitic notioris RXW. 7RQ\ .O0XJ IDELD
and the policies of its government ofsuch as ubiquitous Jewish power, —Series 330, January 1977, p.14

the day, that is becoming, bit by bit,Jewish money, Jewish control ofs5. http://forward.com/news/national/36

the standard by which antisemitism ismedia and governments, Jewish 4085/sebastian-gorka-trump-aide-
measured and assessed, steadilyengeance or even child murderefs forgedkey-tiesto-anti-semitic-

replacing the former gold standard ofis not of major concern. groupsin-hunga/

'er?gjlﬁt)i/o;c;\;v:;?istehriitgiﬁiuso‘]leovxs'erwmle there are indeed some deeply 6- http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=u
d worrying questions, they do not CAdS6gVZiM

2necessarily? antisemites. They may .
. .7 warrant the level f hysteri
even be regarded as philosemites, arra € levels © ystena 7. For  an

insightful  Palestinian
Their place is being taken by peopIeWimessed in recent months on the  examination of the roots gnd effects
2including a growing number of Jew art_ of some commentators a_nd RI DQWLVHPLWinifee ofHH 1
9ag 9 edia-- arguably fuelled by ulterior ~UDFLVP- $]PL %L
themselves- who have no quarrel .o c0 e caseswhich serve  httpi//weekly.ahram.org.eg/2003/667/
i Jewguadens b e & SUOMony o conound the issues, debase SEEIIT, BemrdLews (oot 9
the coinage and often foment the

political leadership in  Ised . . ) . published in 1970 by the PLO
particularly with regard to its \éery ang"FW'Sh feeling they claim 0 pesearch Centre in Beirut in which
practices in occupied Palestinian’c cOmo2tNg: WKH ZULWHU "SURWHVWH

RI VXFK WDLQWHG PDWH.!
regarded with contempt by the

FLYLOL]JHG ZRUOG - DQG :
DQG GLVFUHGLW WKH $UL

territory. They are, in this worldview, If they truly wish to take the heat out
IDVW EHFRPLQJ WKH @ tHa&disu@bivid NseliR Brwsdmnitism,
RU DV WKH FDVHatiad \th&iH enexgie® Iwould be better
-HZVu directed towards agitating for a swift

In sum, the charge of antisemitismend to the Israeli military occupation,

against Palestinians, and others why/ithout further pretext, and a fair tony Kjug has written extensively about

champion their cause, is often mad
too flippantly, lumping together real
antisemites with the real victims of
oppressive Israeli policies,
tending to give a free pass to

ettlement of the conflict with the g aeli.palestinian issues for some 45
alestinians and the wider Arak

world while the opportunity still

whilePresents itself. In this day and age,qyisor on the Middle East to the Oxford
this is the single most important key pasearch Group and serves as a

years and has long-maintained a close
affinity with both peoples. He is a special

RVWHQVLFODHIRDQ W:w?ov ?Pé??/r\}‘ﬂa ythe yeaming 10¢onsyitant to the Palestine Strategy

rmall
On the other hand, many Arabs, and other peoples.
Muslims and their supporters too
easily dismiss the accusation of
antisemitism as just a device for
defending indefensible Israeli policies.
While this is sometimes true, the
accusation is sometimes true toe  Notes:

elations between JeWsgroyp and the Israel Strategic Forum.

His doctoral thesis was on the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank between
the wars of 1967 and 1973, during
when he called for a Palestinian state
alongside Israel. For many years he was
a senior official at Amnesty International,
where he headed the International

just consider the extremely crude, ; q/RQGRQLVWDQ +RZ %Development programme.

albeit largely imported, antisemitsm p 7HUURU

of the unamended Hamas charter.
However, it should also be noted
that some leading Palestinian figures
have not only acknowledged the,
infiltration of antisemitism into Arab
society but have been outspoken in
their rejection of it?

None of this is to say that anti- 3.
Zionism or hostility to Israel in the
wider world is not sometimes used
as a cover for antisemitism or, in
some cases, that it does not spring
from similar impulses, whether on
the part of the far right or the far left

or elements in between. Nor is it to
say that the propensity- carelessly

or maliciously-- of some anti-Zionist

6 WD Wethnie LWKLQ -
Phillips, Gibson Square, 2006

Quoted and reviewed y Jackie Ashley, Jews and revolutionary Jews

The Guardian G2, 16/6/06, ppd- From the Facebook grouf M X L
TSQWLVHPLWLVP :RUO Get futfsS&MIMtionnaires
The Institute for Jewish Policy hitps://www.facebook.com/perm:

Research and the American Jewish jny phpostory_fhid=1464355826

Commitiee, p.xvil. 75258id=795943817142066

Antisemitism in the Arab and

,VODPLF:RWO&dI Lewis, Are you =
Proceedings of  the Eighth ‘ "
International Seminar of the Study antisemitic? -
Circle on World Jewry, 29-31
December 1985, published by the
Vidal Sassoon International Center
for the Study of Antisemitism,
Hebrew University, 1988.
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1) If you think the words "Israel",
"Zionists" and "Jews" are
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interchangeable; you may be
antisemitic.

2) If you think that a Jewish
conspiracy controls the media /
international finance / politics /
lobbies, you are antisemitic. Thel
is no conspiracy, end of argumer
Sorry, conspis and other scrapin
of bidets that keep alive and
spread this idea of a Jewish
conspiracy. It's at least 120 years
that we hear this kind of shit and
frankly you should perhaps get
some new materiak

3) If you use the term
"Rothschild"” to involve "Jews",
you are an antisemite. And
congratulations by the way for thi
exact use of the same phrases
that the Nazis and those who
incited tsarist pogroms, etc.

4) If your only defense is "Jews
are not a race then I'm not racist'
or "the Jews are not the only
Semites, so I'm not an antisemite
then you're probably an
antisemite.

5) If you think / demand that the
Jews should condemn Israel witk
every word, tweets, comments,
etc., you are an antisemite (see
point 1).

6) Supporting the legitimate
Palestinian desire for self-
determination to enforce human
rights and having its own state,
and condemning the policies of
the Israeli government does not i
itself make someone an
antisemite. BUT see points 1-5.)

7) If you talk about Palestine
whenever we talk about crimes
against Jews / Antisemitism /
Holocaust / etc., you're most
certainly an antisemite.

8) If you use violence instilled in
Palestine by the Israeli
government as an excuse to turn
away from conversations about
antisemitism and violence suffere
by Jews, you are not just an
antisemite, but you are

instrumentalising Palestine and t
Palestinian suffering, of which yo
really do not care.

9) If you think that any Jewish
person, or even any Israeli Jew, |
guilty of the crimes of the State o
Israel and human rights violation:
you are an antisemite and also
very likely a hypocrite living in a
country who has committed man'
crimes and human rights
violations against colonised
countries and you do not expect
to be held responsible for the
violence and oppression of your
own country.

Watch your consistency.

Nakba because the Nakba is
understood as a founding act of
violence. | would argue that the
founding act of violence was the
decision of five Arab states to declare
war against the fledgling state of
Israel. Members of the hard Left are
aware of the 1948 war of
Independence but are reluctant to
give it serious consideration as the
primary cause of the violence and
dispossession of Palestinians which
followed. Had the Arab states
decided to accept the decision of the
United Nations General Assembly in
1947 to create a Jewish and an Arab
state in Palestine, and to recognize
and make peace with the
subsequently declared state of Israel

in 1948, does anyone seriously

believe that the dispossession of
more than 700,000 Palestinian Arabs
would still have taken place?

By Robin Rothfield Members of the Jewish hard Left find

A few months ago the Jewish Lefithat fch_ey have a bond ~ with
remembered the 50 anniversary of Falestinians whom they see as the
the Six Day War and the occupation Underdog, ~and that is perfectly
which followed this war. On the understa_ndable. But they also need
occupation the Left was united in its to co_ns@er events such as the
condemnation of the government of following:

Netanyahu in its failure to curb the x The holocaust survivors who
expansion of the settlements and to  tried to reach Palestine in 1947
prevent the ongoing severe abuses of but who were deported back to
Fhe rights of the Pal_estinians. On the  Europe by the British Royal navy;
Issestltjlzr?]];tnhti rsggs;(t;vii I?E::IaKtrI]%nS;;x The 20,000 Israeli soldiers killed
leading figures in the Australian |1r199c70r:;1ba;5boec§\éveen 1948 and
Jewish establishment expressed their , e 75,

On the Nakba and the Jewish
Left

disapproval. x lIsraelis wounded during this

iod and the nearly
Supporters of Netanyahu defend the perio . )
existence of the occupation by 190,&008‘&6“8 C(t)nS|dered to be
DUJXLQJ WKDW LW LV L¥5PIGAARNY WIER, HEx UL w

interests. So it may be noted that x The fighters of Kibbutz Negba,
Ehud Barak, former Prime Minister who in the 1948 war of
and former Minister for Defence, independence, using only small
addressing a security conference in arms, overcame Egyptian heavy
Herzliya in November 2015, pointed  armour and halted the advance of
out that in the opinion of 80?2 90% of the Egyptian army.

VUDHO Y GHIAQFH B8 &me-&ht bdlieve il fie

establishment, Isragl would be betterdifficulty of the hard Left in coming to
able to defend itself from the . )
. ) . terms with the above events is a
recognised international borders . . . :
generational issue. While one might
than from the current borders.
be aware of these events at an
But a serious rift in the Jewish Leftintellectual level, it is not the same as
emerged when elements argued thativing through them.
we cannot issue a statement on the
occupation without mentioning the




It should be noted that the following reduced to a caricature. My dark skin
five organisations devoted to humanand Arabic name have earned me the
rights issued a statement on thejabel of "terrorist" in the past. It did
occupation without mentioning the not matter that | hated the bombings,
Nakba: "Arab" became synonymous with
xAmnesty International violence and explosive vests.

s

Mach Watch
xMachsom vvalc What do we gain from Shylockian

xNew Israel Fund representations of the Jewish peopleJDS Statement on Avi Yemini and

x 7 - U X DRabBis for human rights What do we gain from equating the the Rise of Far-Right Racism

(USA) star of David with a Nazi swastika?The Australian Jewish Democratic
Many Arab Australians, I'm sure, wil Society is deeply concerned by the
share the same experiences of racisrProtest being organised by local
that | have; how is it any different to Personality Avi Yemeni who is

equate the star and crescent with thecUltivating —a  cynical  branding
terrors of ISIL? campaign based in racism and fear.

xMeretz Australia

Hate speech is always violent, and
The nature of the issue makes it eas: Yemini is trading in it. Right now Avi
for latent anti-Semitism and anti- Yemini is the online equivalent of a
: Arabism to be mobilised by either racist street thug charging onto a
The Palestinian exodus from the newlySide... The leaders of the PaleStin'}&aml.Caglage an_?_hatila'(:kmg thﬁe fIrStf
declared Jewish State, 1948. solidarity movement in Australia and VuSIim he sees. The flow-on effect o

the organisers of these rallies muswthiS incitement _ contributes to. a
g _~ culture of Islamophobia and hate that

make efforts to combat anti- ; . :
1 ) is not limited to online hate speech.
((FHUSWV IURP 17KH SERIt. This does not prevent usyq spills over into physical violence

Australian views on the Gaza from condemning, in the strongestang verbal harassment in cities and
FRQIOLFW - terms, the violations of international towns across Australia. The effects -
https://www.theguardian.com/comm |aw committed by Israel, or the unsurprising yet horrific - are
entisfree/2014/jul/24/the-panel- recklessness of the Israeli Defencthappening with alarming frequency.

australian-viewsn-the-gaza-conflict  Force, which has led to a 76% civiliai . |y .y vHH L QJ KHUH WKH

_ . casualty rate in Gaza. The organiser 5 4 fantasy of being beset: by
By Fahad Ali, medical studentand  may not be responsible for the imagined immigrant and refugee

president of the Students for offensive banners that often turn up,gangs attacking white purity;: by

Palestine Society at the University ofpyt they do have a duty to speak outimagined ~anti-white racism: by

Sydney. and remind the community that the imagined social problems caused by
liberation of Palestine is racialized groups; by the imagined

"$00 , NQRZ RI P\ FRXfWdherkay W §ié&idn) & humardegeneracy of others; by imagined
song and story, through books, faded. GHD OV conspiracies; by imagined threats on

photographs, my grandmother's so-called traditional ways of life; by
heavy sighs and an overwhelmingrhis excerpt has been reproduced with t Magined attacks on free speech; by
communal sense of loss. | have neveD XWKRU -V SHUPLVVLRQ a0 imagined spectrum of possible

set foot in Palestine, and sometimes T traitors, especially the dreaded
OHIWLVWYV <HPLQL:V

marked by intolerance, militarism,
xenophobia and endless snivelling.
Combined, these are all classic
hallmarks of neo-fascism, and they
are leading to a harmful call for
increased policing and securitisation
of our communities.

fear that | never will. A little over a

year ago, | came to the realisation
that wallowing in fear and despair
was going to do absolutely nothing to
change the status quo, and so |
stepped slowly and cautiously into
Palestine solidarity activism.

I made the decision very early on that
| would not accept to be a part of any
campaign that vilified the Jewish
people. | know what it feels like to be

Jews are, of course, familiar with the
baiting and provocations that extend
from racist paranoia. As Jews we
cannot say it more clearly: we know
what hate looks like, we know where
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hate takes us, we know that we car 1D]JL OHDGHU -LP 6D (people have flocked to him. He might
never be safe until racist hate in all it¢First Party, and was in 2016 deemeibe a joke, but he is not a funny one.

forms and systemic sources areunfit by authorities to own a firearms
eradicated. licence as a direct consequence of hi
hate activism. Erikson, Cottrell and
Shortis all received slaps on the
wrists and convictions for inciting
serious contempt for Muslims
recently.Be afraid of extremist crimin:
terroristsYemini howls to the moon.

We encourage the Jewish community
to continue speaking up and speaking
out about racism, xenophobia and
the rise of fascism in the community.
We encourage everyone struggling
against racism and fascism to expose
including Nationalist Uprising and the Avi Yemini for hate speech, and for
United Patriots Front. Nationalist links with neo-Nazis and fascist gangs.
Uprising leader Neil Erikson, besides , W FDQ-W EH RI1 DQ\ V We hope that the Jewish and broader
bouncing between various neo-Naz neo-Nazi factions have turned oncommunity will become more
incarnations for over fifteen years, Yemini (and, by extension, all Jewsinvolved in organising both in mass
has received a non-custodialjealous at the growing space he take movements and in whatever means
sentence for racially harassing a rabkup on the far-right. Sooner or later might be effective.

Fellow patriot leader of Nationalist the far-right comes for us all.
Uprising Shermon Burgess is wel
known for his antisemitic tirades.
Blair Cottrell, leader of the United
Patriots Front and formerly
imprisoned arsonist, has describec
how he would like to see a photo of
Hitler in every classroom and a copy
of Mein Kampf issued to every schoo
student. Chris Shortis, who claims
not to be a neo-Nazi, but does claim
to support National Socialism, has
had senatorial aspirations for neo-

Avi Yemini is not a neo-Nazi. He has
however, not shied away from
ingratiating himself to neo-Nazi anc
fascist gangs across Australic

Statement issued 14 September 2017
This is all happening at the same tim ate speech I1s always violent, and -
that Yemini calls himself (and is calle QRN r e e BRI IR RN
by numerous media outlets) 2} Yemini is the online equivalent of a
"-HZLVK OHDGHU p +H [EESESuE R R eIl Kol ITeRe
any organisation IR le]s MR =B train carriage and attacking the first
not recognised as a leader throughhUISINEEIEES

the esteem of the community. He

calls himself a leader because he has

lots of Facebook followers. While

this has made Yemini a punchline in

the Jewish community, non-Jews who

want to spend their days spitting on

NNN

Our website is currently
undergoing some serious
maintenance. Please contact

with any

gqueries, comments or

contributions, or get in

touch with us on Facebook.
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Dear friends,

Please join us at our annual dinner to share a meal with our vibrant and passionate
community, celebrate the work we have done thisyea  rand be a part of an inspiring future for

the AJDS.

When: Sunday Dec 10th, 6:30 pm
Where: Flying Saucer , 4 St Georges Rd, Elsternwick.

Upstairs. There is an elevator to get upstairs
Cost: $60 or $45 concession
Vegetarian or fish options

Guest speaker : Tim Lo Surdo from Democracy in Colour

Bookings online at:  http://www.ajds.org.au/annual-dinner-17/

If you would like to support us but can't make it t o the dinner, you can now book a 'Pay it

forward: Chanukah sponsorship of new AJDS ally' tic ket through our online booking!

Australian Jewish [} 73
Democratic Society DEM“MCY!”

Annual Dinner

Sun 10 Dec
6:30pm

Flying saucer
4 St Georges Rd, Elsternwick

$60/545

We are very honoured to have Tim Lo Surdo joining us from Democracy in Colour as our
guest speaker this year. You can get a taste of thi s passionate and inspiring activist and the

work that Democracy in Colour does in this short video.

Contact Yael for any enquiries: co@ ajds.org.au . 0423 234 069
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Gideon Levy

Get your tickets quick to hear Gideon Levy speaking in his only Melbourne appearance,

hosted by AJDS, Australia Palestine Advocacy Networ  k and Australians for Palestine.

Purchase tickets visiting our website .

Thu 30th Nov
6:30-8:30 pm
State Library

The Australian Jewish Democratic Society (AJDS

a Jewishvoiceramong progressives.
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Like us on Facebook and subscribe to our newsletter for more
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